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Monthly News, Information, and Parent Education 
4210 Technology Dr. Fremont, Ca. 94538 
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                    Edited by:  Joan Nurge 

Council Meetings are 
held at the FUSD 

staff 
room on the third 
Thursday of the 

month 
at 7:15PM 

Q&A-6:45PM 
 

         

         

         

    

    

    

    

  

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

2007 -2008 Executive Board  
PRESIDENT 
Alison Page 
510-790-2313 
page.one@prodigy.net 
 
1

st
-VICE PRESIDENT-Leadership 

Alison Wiscombe 
510-656-3695 
awiscombe@gmail.com 
 

2
nd

-VICE PRESIDENT-Programs 

Linda Dewlaney 
510-791-3360 
linda@myinvestment.com 
 
SECRETARY 
Melinda Creps 
510-760-2134 
mcreps@fremont.k12.ca.us 
 
TREASURER 
Nancy Mitchell 
510-657-2912 
nancyrm@mac.com 

 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Sridevi Ganti 
510-742-1936 
sridevi_ganti@hotmail.com 
 

HISTORIAN 
Barbara Bousquet 
510-557-1640 
aquabarb@hotmail.com 

 
AUDITOR 
Suzanne Creek 
510-792-4015 
suzannecreek@comcast.net 
 
PARLIAMENTARIAN 
Melinda Kufeld 
510-793-7460 
melinda.kufeld@sbcglobal.net 
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DUE at OCT. meeting  
 

 
PER-CAPS ð Members to date 
ð Must submit to be cons i-
dered a Unit in Good Standing 
with Ca. State PTA.  

 
 

OVERDUE: 
Two copies of:  
   * Boar d List 2007 -2008  
      *Annual Financial Report 
2006 -2008  
          *2007 -2008 Budget  
              *Audit for period en d-
ing June 30, 2007  

     

      

Fremont Council PTA --  HANDS -ON SESSIONS  
REFLECTIONS The Original ï Already Done in September.  

FINANCE Nancy Mitchell, Council Treasurer will provide 

assistance with your Financial Paperwork on Satur-

day- Oct. 20
th. 

BY-LAWS REVIEW Melinda Kufeld has a tentative Date in November 

for Assisting with your By-Laws Review.  

MID-YEAR AUDIT Suzanne Creek, Council Auditor, will help you with 

your Audits at a break-out session to be held during 

the January Council Meeting. 

ANNUAL REPORTS Sometime in March, Barbara Bousquet, Council 

Historian will walk you through your Annual Unit 

Reports for Ca. State PTA. 

Check the Calendar Each Month for Dates, Times, Places and any 
Changes . 

http://www.fremontcouncilpta.org/
mailto:page.one@prodigy.net
mailto:awiscombe@gmail.com
mailto:linda@myinvestment.com
mailto:mcreps@fremont.k12.ca.us
mailto:nancyrm@mac.com
mailto:sridevi_ganti@hotmail.com
mailto:aquabarb@hotmail.com
mailto:suzannecreek@comcast.net
mailto:melinda.kufeld@sbcglobal.net
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CHAIRMANSHIPS 
HOSPITALITY 
Susan Nathan 
510-794-7284  
nathan.smolinski@comcast.net 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
Terri Trevarthen 
510-790-6212  
ttrevarthen@sbcglobal.net 
 
REFLECTIONS 
Linda Dewlaney 
510-791-3360 
linda@myinvestment.com 
 
FOUNDERSô DAY 
Barbara Bousquet 
510-657-1640  
aquabarb@hotmail.com 
 
AWARDS AND INSTALLA-
TION 
Open position 
 
CROSSWALK RESOLUTION 
Valerie Stewart 
510-795-1924 
 ValerieS4kids@aol.com 
 
WEB MASTER 
Jennifer Mitchell 
510-657-2912 
jenstechs@mac.com 
 
DIVERSITY 
Neena Chand 
510-795-8218 
nchand2001@yahoo.com 
 
SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON 
Lily Mei 
510-252-9888  
lilymei@yahoo.com 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY 
Tamara Rogers, 
510-796-4311 
tamararogers@comcast.net 
 
NEWSLETTER 
Joan Nurge 
510-651-7737 
jrnrph@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vice President ɀ Leadership 

PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE 
We are off to a good start! 

  

I'm proud to report that 86% of Fremont's PTAs had representation at 
the 1st Fremont Council PTA meeting of the year!  Most of these dedi-
cated souls also turned in Early Bird Per Caps, their End of Year Fi-
nancial Reports, the End of Year Audits, and their Budgets for the up-
coming year. 
  
Now, I know that most of you had no idea what you were signing up 
for when you said you'd be PTA president.  To add one more meeting to 
your already busy schedule seems unbearable.  But, your bylaws state 
that you have to.  Donõt worry - we'll try to make it worth your while. 
We'll give you the opportunity to turn in the paperwork required to 
maintain your good standing with the PTA (and the IRS) and we'll 
provide valuable information in the way of FUSD representation and 
guest speakers. 
  
Speaking of meetings, the Fremont Council PTA Board has set the goal 
of visiting all of you throughout the year.  Of course, 86% of you al-
ready knew that and have signed up for a visit.  So, for the rest of you, 
please email me with when your meetings are and we'll contact you 
about it. 
  
See you all on October 18th at the FUSD Offices on Technology.  We 
offer a half hour of individualized time at 6:45 preceding the meeting.  
We'll also have the principal of Robertson as our guest speaker.  If you 
need to turn in your paperwork beforehand, you can intra-district it to 
FUSD to the attention of the PTA. 
  
Remember, we're all in this together!  One of the many benefits of PTA 
is that we all support each other in accomplishing the same goal - to 
make our schools better for our kids.  So, enjoy the ride and continue to 
stay connected via the Fremont Council PTA. 
  
Sincerely, 
 Alison Page 
Fremont Council PTA President 
 

 

mailto:nathan.smolinski@comcast.net
mailto:ttrevarthen@sbcglobal.net
mailto:linda@myinvestment.com
mailto:aquabarb@hotmail.com
mailto:ValerieS4kids@aol.com
mailto:jenstechs@mac.com
mailto:nchand2001@yahoo.com
mailto:lilymei@yahoo.com
mailto:tamararogers@comcast.net
mailto:jrnrph@sbcglobal.net
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October Financial News 
 

Thank You 
Thank you to all who turned in your Annual Fi-
nancial Reports, audits, and budgets. Part of our 
job is seeing that you have completed the pa-
perwork to keep you in good standing with the 
CAPTA. If you have not yet turned in this pa-
perwork, please do so as soon as possible. 
 

Presidents 
Presidents ï is your treasurer receiving this 
newsletter? We try to have lots of timely finan-
cial information in it, especially in the fall. If your 
treasurer is not on our email list, please forward 
this newsletter to him/her. All our newsletters are 
also on the web site. Newsletters are kept for a 
year and can be accessed by anyone at any 
time. Our goal is to eliminate hearing the phrase, 
ñI didnôt know!ò 
 

Per Caps 
Itôs per caps time - $3.75 per member; checks 
are payable to Fremont Council PTA. We do all 
the passing up to the District PTA. Membership 
is a year-round activity and we accept members 
at any time. Please turn in fall per caps as soon 
as possible to meet State PTA deadlines for re-
maining in good standing. 
 

WORKSHOP! 
On Saturday, October 20

th
, there will be a finan-

cial workshop at my house between 3-5 PM. It is 
amnesty time ï time to bring in all those unfi-
nished PTA financial reports and actually finish 
them. We wonôt yell at you for not having them 
done yet. Havenôt done last yearôs annual re-
port? Bring the data ï you can do it here. No 
budget yet? Bring the plans in your head and 
weôll put them down on paper. Auditors ï havenôt 
done your summer audit yet? Bring the treasur-
erôs books and weôll do it. Treasurers ï are you 
totally lost? Need bookkeeping help or a simple 
computer program? Bring what you have and 
weôll set up your binder and books, and if you 
want a simple accounting program, bring your pc 
laptop. (My program is too simple for a Mac!) 
Have to do any other financial reports? Bring 
your info and weôll work on it. Our goal is for 
everyone to leave my house with the work all 
done. Please email or call for address / direc-
tions. 
 

Tax Time 
November 15

th
 will be upon us soon. All units 

with gross receipts over $25,000 must file a 
990EZ or 990 and Schedule A with the IRS by 
that time (a 9990EZ for $25,000-$99,999, a 990 
for over $100,000). Starting next year, units with 

gross receipts under $25,000 will have to file an 
e-postcard with the IRS. That is not necessary 
this year, but in preparation you should keep 
track of your income and expenses accurately. 
Gross receipts include all income except that 
part of membership dues that is passed on to 
Fremont Council. Gross income is not the end-
ing bank balance. Gross income is not the net 
income from your fundraisers. It is all the income 
you receive from fundraisers, donations, and 
interest. If you have any questions, please email 
me. 

Schedule A requires information from 
the previous year. Make sure you have the pre-
vious yearôs tax return when filling out this yearôs 
form. A return can be rejected by the IRS if they 
determine that information is incomplete. Sche-
dule A also involves some description of pro-
grams that you may put on an additional page. 
See the last page of ñTax Preparation Check-
listò on the web site for examples on how to 
describe your programs. 
 

Web Site 
Our web site has been created to give you the 
tools you need to do your job. If you go to 
http://www.fremontcouncilpta.org and go to the 
section Finances, you will find the answers to a 
lot of your questions. Included is information on 
financial reports, audits, tax returns, treasurerôs 
reports, remittance forms, and other financial 
topics. 
 

Insurance/Workers Comp 
The insurance amount will be announced at the 
Peralta District PTA meeting the third week of 
October. Please do not send in any amount until 
the new amount is announced. Last year was an 
anomaly ï the amount was the same as the year 
before, but that doesnôt happen often. The con-
tract is renegotiated each fall by the CAPTA and 
we will know the amount soon. It will be posted 
on our web site and distributed by the Yahoo 
Groups. Your check should be made payable to 
Fremont Council PTA and be accompanied by 
the Workers Comp form. 
 

TOOLKIT ONLINE 
Have you downloaded the 2007 Toolkit yet? 
http://www.capta.org. PTA Basics / Toolkit. It is a 
handy item to have on your computer desktop. 
For example, if you want a copy of the Workers 
Comp form, scroll down to page 335. (Pages do 
not quite match up to the directory.) There it is 
ready to go to your printer. (Print page 235-235.) 
Piece of cake! 
 
Nancy Mitchell ï Council Treasurer 
<nancyrm@mac.com> 

http://www.fremontcouncilpta.org/
http://www.capta.org/
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REFLECTIONS 
 

By Linda Dewlaney Reflections Chair 
 

Important Dates and Information for Fremont 

$NTMBHK 15"½R HMUNKUDLDMS HM SGD ckkh-2008 

National PTA Reflections Program 

 

Tuesday, November 13, 6:00pm to 9:00pm 
Fremont Main Library, Fukaya Room  

2400 Stevenson Blvd. 

Reflections Entries Turn-In -- Unit Chairs submit 
Reflections entries for judging at the Council level. 
Last year we had over 280 entries turned in to 
the Council level, and it takes time to be sure every-
thing is complete and in order. 
  

Monday, November 26 and 

Wednesday, November 28 
Fremont Main Library, Fukaya Room 

2400 Stevenson Blvd. 

Reflections Entries Judging -- This now takes at 
least two full evenings to complete.  We are looking 
for a number of judges who have expertise in the 
areas of Visual Arts, Literature, Music Composition, 
Photography, Video Production and Dance Choreo-
graphy.  Teachers, Administrators, Parents and Pro-
fessionals who have an interest in participating in 
the judging process should contact me directly by 
November 1, 2007. 
  

Monday, December 3 
Time and Place TBD 

Fremont Council PTA Reflections Recognition 

Ceremony -- All students who participated in Ref-
lections at the Council level and their families are 
invited to the Ceremony, where their entries are 
displayed, certificates are presented to ALL partici-
pants at the Council level, and announcement is 
made 
of the entries being sent to the Peralta District level 
of judging. 
  

We are so fortunate to have access to the 
Fremont Library for many of the activities 
listed above.  Please mark your calendars 
for these dates, and remember, the theme 
for this year is "I Can Make A Difference 
By..." 
  
 

 

Historian Tidbit Co r ner  

By Barbara Bousquet ð   

Council Hi storian  

Tracking volunteer hours is 
important. Every unit, council and PTA district 
needs to keep track of volunteer hours. This 
becomes a record of how much PTA members 
contribute to school and community.  Using the 
Volunteer Hour Tally Sheet, historians are able 
to compile volunteer hours.  It is important to 
remember to count all hours that pertain to any 
PTA activity. 

Example of hours to be counted: 
ω ¢ƛƳŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ t¢! ŀƎŜƴŘŀǎΣ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΣ 
reports and newsletter articles 
ω ¢ƛƳŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ƻƴ t¢!-related activities at 
school or within the community 
ω ¢ŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ t¢! ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 
ω ¢ǊŀǾŜƭ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ t¢! 
ω !ǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ŀǘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎs, workshops and 
other functions related to PTA work 
ω /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ 

 
The tally sheet hours start July 1, 2007 

and should be counted and recorded every 
month until June 30, 2008.   Have all Board 
members and Chairpersons bring one to every 
event.   If you keep a current account of your 
monthly volunteer hours this will help you 
when it is time to prepare the Unit Annual Re-
port, which is due to Fremont Council by April 
17th, 2008.  This, in turn, is sent by the Council 
Historian to the Peralta District Historian by 
May 15, 2008.  Since the deadline for submit-
ting the Annual Report (April 17, 2007) is before 
June 30, 2008, units should estimate their vo-
lunteer hours for the last few months based on 
planned PTA activities.  A copy of the volunteer 
tally sheet can be downloaded from the Califor-
nia PTA website at www.capta.org or one will 
be provided at our monthly Fremont Council 
PTA meetings.   

 
We ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ άIŀƴŘǎ Onέ session in 

March to help unit Presidents and Historians 
complete the Annual Unit reports .  The date 
will be announced soon. 

Thank you. 

http://www.capta.org/
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IT½S PARLIAMENTARY  --  By Melinda Kufeld, Parliamentarian 

 
                         Tools for Effectively Managing Your PTA 
 

Bylaws are the legal document that govern your PTA and provide guide-
lines for conducting meetings effectively and equitably.  Every PTA president must 
read their bylaws to become familiar them! 

 

 Bylaws provide the basic framework for PTA purposes and our governing structure. 
Bylaws may never be suspended. 

 Standing rules should be a good supplement to your unitôs bylaws.  Standing rules 
should give additional direction as to how your PTA functions, add consistency, and 
track belongings.  If your standing rules do not, seriously consider adding to them! 

 Bylaws are to be submitted biennially for review and approval by the California State 
PTA. 

 Provide a copy of the bylaws for each board member and any other associate mem-
bers who request them.  

 At the beginning of each new term of office, the president and parliamentarian should 
review the bylaws with the board. Every board member needs to know and understand 
your bylaws.  While reviewing the bylaws, determine if any changes are needed ï it is 
acceptable to submit bylaws for approval more often than biennially.  Follow the Cali-
fornia State PTA procedures to amend bylaws.  

 It is beneficial to also review parliamentarian procedure with your board which may be 
done in conjunction with your bylaws review. 

 Laminate a "Motion Chart" and place it between the president and parliamentarian at 
meetings for easy reference.  The ABCs of Parliamentarian Procedure, the little red 
booklet given to the unit presidents at last Septemberôs council meeting, is a good 
source for such a chart.  If you donôt have this booklet, order one from the CA State 
PTA website for $1.00, http://www.capta.org/sections/resources/materials.cfm or re-
view pages 29 ï 30 in the PTA Toolkit. 

 At the direction of the president, the parliamentarian can outline certain points of par-
liamentary procedure: how to make motions, nomination and election procedures, pro-
cedure for amending bylaws, etc.  Does your unit need direction?  Let me know! 

 Following basic parliamentary procedure at PTA meetings provides for order, prompt-
ness, and fair treatment for all.   

 When several PTA members want to speak to the same issue during a meeting, the 
parliamentarian may assist the president by noting the names of those wishing to 
speak and the order in which they should be called.  

 

Feel free to contact me if you have any questions, assistance is needed, or to receive a 
copy of the current ñlight blue coverò set of bylaws.

http://www.capta.org/sections/resources/materials.cfm
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ñWe must build a new world, a far better 

world - one in which the eternal dignity 

of man is respected.ò   ---   Harry S. 

Truman 

 

�:�K�D�W�·�V���+�D�S�S�H�Q�L�Q�J --�:�+�$�7�·�6���+�$�3�3�(�1�,�1�*���,�1���<�2�8�5���8�1�,�7���2�5��

YOUR COMMUNITY? 
October 8�±12, 2007: PTA Start the Art Week 2007 is sponsored by Tar-

get. ï See Fremont Council PTA Yahoo Group for more information: 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/fremontcouncilpta  - If not a member of this yahoo group, contact Alison Page, Pres-

ident, Fremont Council of PTAs at page.one@prodigy.net 

 

October 13, 2007 (Saturday, 6pm):  21
st
 Annual Top Hat Dinner Dance, sponsored by the Wash-

ington Hospital Healthcare Foundation.  Fremont Marriott.  Contact:  WHHS Healthcare Foundation at 510-791-

3428 or foundation@whhs.com.   

 

October 14, 2007 (Sunday morning):  �7�K�L�U�G���D�Q�Q�X�D�O���+�D�S�S�\���)�L�V�K���³�5�X�Q���I�R�U���(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�´�� bene-

fit ting the Fremont Education Foundation and FUSD schools.   Sponsored by Happy Fish Swim School.  Lake Eliz-

abeth, Central Park.  Contact:  Happy Fish Swim School at www.swimhappyfish.com or (510) 226-SWIM.  

 
FUSD BOARD OF EDUCATION   Regular board meetings are tentatively scheduled for the 

second and/or fourth Wednesdays of each month 6:30 p.m. at the City Council Chambers, 3300 Capi-
tol Avenue, Fremont .  Board of Education meetings are broadcast live on cable Channel 27, the city of 
Fremont cable access channel. They are rebroadcast on Channel 26, the FUSD cable access channel, 
at 8 p.m. the Thursday after each meeting and again at 10 a.m. on the Friday after each meeting.  
Next meeting dates:   

 October 10   October 24  November 14  December 12 

 
 

October 27, 2007:  National Make a Difference Day: Calling all volunteers! Take part in this year's 

Make a Difference Day on Saturday, October 27. Volunteer projects will take place throughout Fremont.  More In-

fo:  www.fremont.gov.

 

Unity in Diversity:          
By Neena Chand, Diversity Chairman, and Joan Nurge

Columbus Day (Ref: wilstar.com/holidays/columbus.htm and 

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columbus_Day)  
Columbus Day celebrates the arrival of the Italian explorer, 
Christopher Columbus, to America.   In 1492, Christopher Columbus arrived in �W�K�H���³�1�H�Z���:�R�U�O�G�´�����S�U�R�Y�L�Q�J��
that the world was not flat.  It is a day of pride for Italian-Americans and has become a celebration of Ital-
ian-American heritage. Originally celebrated on the 12th of October, it now is celebrated on the second 
Monday of October. This year Columbus Day will be celebrated on October 8th. Banks and government 
offices are closed on this day. 
Test your Columbus Day Knowledge:  

1. Christopher Columbus sailed to the New World with 3 ships.  They were:  

a. The Nina, the Pinta and the Santa Maria 

b. The Santa Cruz, the Santa Ana and the Santa Maria 

c. The Maine, the Alamo and the Titanic 

2. Christopher Columbus, although born in Italy, got his ships and his funding for this adventure from 
the King and Queen of: 

a. Portugal 
b. Spain 

c. France 
3. The names of the King and Queen who funded the this expedition were: 

a. Donny and Marie 
b. Phillip and Elizabeth 
c. Ferdinand and Isabella 

A
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