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September, 2007  

                    Edited by:  Joan Nurge 

Council Meetings 
are held at the 

FUSD staff 
room on the third 
Thursday of the 

month 
at 7:15PM 

Q&A-6:45PM 
 

         

         

         

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

  

2007 -2008 Executive Board  
PRESIDENT 
Alison Page 
510-790-2313 
Page.one@prodigy.net 
 
1

st
-VICE PRESIDENT-Leadership 

Alison Wiscombe 
510-656-3695 
awiscombe@gmail.com 
 

2
nd

-VICE PRESIDENT-Programs 

Linda Dewlaney 
510-791-3360 
linda@myinvestment.com 
 
SECRETARY 
Melinda Creps 
510-760-2134 
mcreps@fremont.k12.ca.us 
 
TREASURER 
Nancy Mitchell 
510-657-2912 
nancyrm@mac.com 

 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Sridevi Ganti 
510-742-1936 
ssridevi_ganti@hotmail.com 
 

HISTORIAN 
Barbara Bousquet 
510-657-1640 
aquabarb@hotmail.com 

 
AUDITOR 
Suzanne Creek 
510-792-4015 
suzannecreek@comcast.net 
 
PARLIAMENTARIAN 
Melinda Kufeld 
510-793-7460 
melinda.kufeld@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this issue: 

 
Presidentôs Message ï P.2 

Communications ï P.3 

Finances ï P. 4 

Historian ï P. 5 

Membership --P. 5 

Unity in Diversity ï P. 6 

Community Events ï P. 7 

Calendar ï P. 8 

Fremont Council Remittance   

Form ï P. 9 

 

Due at SEPT meeting  
 

ITwo copies of:  
 

Õ Board  List 2007 -2008  
Õ Annual Financial Report 

2006 -2007  
Õ 2007 -2008 Budget  
Õ Audit for period ending 

June 30, 2007  
 
IEarly Bird Per Caps ($3.75 
per member, minimum 15 
members)  (Your membership 
drive does not have to be 
complete to submit 15 
members)  
I*Chairmanõs Club per caps 
(minimum 50 members)  
 

Included in this newsletter is the Fremont Council Remittance Form that units 
use for remitting funds to me. This form can also be found on our web site: 
www.fremontcouncilpta.org. Please use this form for all remittance s. It is set 
up for me to easily return the receipt to your Council PTA file. I will be collecting 
per caps, insurance and other remittances at our regular meetings. Remittances 
for more than one category can be included on one form with one check, payable 
to Fremont Council PTA. If you need to send a remittance to my home to meet a 
deadline, please email or call me for further information. 
 
Hope you all have a good PTA year! 
Sridevi Ganti 
Financial Secretary 

 

Coming Soon -  Fremont Council of 

PTAs offers HELPING HANDS.  Our 

HANDS ON workshops will work with 

you to fill out forms and file reports.  

Information will be available at the 

September Council Meeting. 

http://www.fremontcouncilpta.org/
mailto:Page.one@prodigy.net
mailto:awiscombe@gmail.com
mailto:linda@myinvestment.com
mailto:mcreps@fremont.k12.ca.us
mailto:nancyrm@mac.com
mailto:ssridevi_ganti@hotmail.com
mailto:aquabarb@hotmail.com
mailto:suzannecreek@comcast.net
mailto:melinda.kufeld@sbcglobal.net
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CHAIRMANSHIPS 
HOSPITALITY 
Susan Nathan 
510-794-7284  
Nathan.smolinski@comcast.net 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
Terri Trevarthen 
510-790-6212  
ttrevarthen@sbcglobal.net 
 
REFLECTIONS 
Linda Dewlaney 
510-791-3360 
linda@myinvestment.com 
 
FOUNDERSô DAY 
Barbara Bousquet 
510-657-1640 
aquabarb@hotmail.com 
 
AWARDS AND 
INSTALLATION 
Open position 
 
CROSSWALK RESOLUTION 
Valerie Stewart 
510-795-1924 
ValerieS4kids@aol.com 
 
WEB MASTER 
Jennifer Mitchell 
510-657-2912 
websites@jen-m.com 
 
DIVERSITY 
Neena Chand 
510-795-8218 
nchand2001@yahoo.com 
 
SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON 
Lily Mei 
510-252-9888 
lilymei@yahoo.com 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY 
Tamara Rogers, 
510-796-4311, 
tamararogers@comcast.net 
 
NEWSLETTER 
Joan Nurge 
510-651-7737 
jrnrph@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vice President ɀ Leadership 

Presidentõs Message: 
Welcome to a New School Year! 
  
With the start of a new school year, many a PTA president is preparing to run 
their first PTA meeting.  If youôre like me, youôre starting to get pretty nervous.  
With a little preparation and a little perspective, youôll get through this, I 
promise! 
  
Hopefully, by now youôve all received your ñPTA Back to School Kitò.  Using 
the materials in that box and in the Toolkit, you can familiarize yourself with 
how an agenda should look.  What I used to do is to type up the agenda I 
would be handing out at the meeting and then type a separate one with exactly 
what I was going to say and when.  It may be tempting to dispense with all of 
that ñitôs been motioned and secondedò stuff, but itôs important for you to follow 
the rules on that.  For one thing, there will never be any question as to the 
validity of anything on which your PTA votes.  For another, if you follow the 
rules of order, so will everyone else in the meeting.  I guess running a meeting 
is a little like raising our kids.  Maintaining discipline and setting limits allows 
your PTA members to feel free to express their opinions in a safe 
environment.  By keeping your meetings under control, youôre showing that 
you respect your membersô time by making the meeting valuable and 
informative. 
  
Abraham Lincoln said, ñRemember, human action can be modified to some 
extent, but human nature cannot be changedò.  Figure out what kind of a 
leader you are and stick with it.  Every PTA president has their own style.  For 
example, youôre either the kind of person who starts exactly on time, not 
matter how many people are there, or youôre the kind of person who will 
postpone calling the meeting to order until enough people are in attendance.  
Neither one is wrong!  You just have to be true to your own personality and 
decide whatôs most important to you.  Remember that youôre not going to 
please everybody all of the time.  But, you can trust your own instincts. 
  
Martin Luther King Jr. said, ñWe are prone to judge success by the index of our 
salaries or the size of our automobiles rather than by the quality of our service 
and relationship to mankindò.  To me, this is the main reason why we get so 
anxious before standing in front of our PTAs.  For some reason, we feel the 
need to be perfect.  I propose you change your mindset and consider the fact 
that everyone in that meeting wants you to succeed ï perfect or not.  Iôm 
willing to bet that every single one of them is glad that itôs you up there and not 
them!  They want to hear what you have to say and they want to share their 
great ideas and enthusiasm with you and your PTA.  You all have the same 
goal ï to make your school a better place for your kids. 
  
So, good luck this month with your first meetings.  Remember that when 
people seem emotional about something, it can be translated into being 
passionate about something.  Keep this in mind ï weather is what naughty 
people complain about and what nice people celebrate.  Iôm willing to bet that 
most of us are a little bit naughty and a little bit nice.  Celebrate the fact that 
weôre all the same in that weôre all different. 
  
Alison Page 

Fremont Council PTA President 
 

mailto:Nathan.smolinski@comcast.net
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mailto:nchand2001@yahoo.com
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mailto:jrnrph@sbcglobal.net
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PTA Communications 

 

With the creation of the Internet, 

communication has undergone a revolution. 

Our grandparents would be amazed at cell 

phones, text messages, emails, web sites, 

automatic bank deposits, and on-line bill 

paying! We live in a different society, to be 

sure. 

 

At Fremont Council PTA, we are fortunate to 

have several technologies at our disposal.  

They are: 

 

Web site!  

Here is a synopsis of the contents of our 

web site: 

 Meeting Dates 

 Events 

 Officers 

 Council Due Dates 

 Forms 

 Financial Information 

 Newsletters, present and past 

 Programs such as Reflections, Founders 

Day, Enrichment Programs 

 Links to the Peralta site for information 

on Health, Training and Convention as 

well as all the Peralta newsletters. 

 

The web site was created for YOU ï check it 

out! www.fremontcouncilpta.org 

 

Email!  

 The web site contains the names of our 

officers and chairmen along with their email 

addresses. If you need to know anyoneôs home 

address or phone number, please send her/him 

an email to ask! Email is used for one-on-one 

communication when the whole council does 

not need to know the information you are 

conveying. You can also cc as many people as 

you want to if you need a wider audience. 

 There is a difference in ñReplyò and 

ñReply to All.ò You may receive an email that 

was sent to a number of people, but be sure that 

you donôt reply to all when you only need to 

reply to the one person that sent the email to 

begin with. Then again, if they all need to hear 

your reply, thenò reply-allò to your heartôs 

content. 

 The Fremont Council newsletter is sent 

by email. We mail out no hard copies. (Trees 

appreciate usé) Please make sure that we have 

your correct email address. Please also make 

sure that we have an up-to-date list of your 

officers and their email addresses. We do not 

have the post office to blame if your newsletter 

goes astrayé 

 

Yahoo Groups! 

 Yahoo Groups is used for mass 

communication. Everything you type on a 

Yahoo Group email goes to the whole group. 
If you have business with just one person and 

that personôs email address is listed on the web 

site, please use the individual email address. 

Some people do not have good spam filters and 

have in-boxes that get full quite easily. Please 

be considerate of all the people whose in-boxes 

fill up quickly; send email only to the person 

you need to contact. 

 

And the old standby ï the Council Directory 

 It is on paper, found in your council 

PTA file (under your schoolôs name) which 

you, of course, check every time you come to a 

Council meeting, which is almost alwaysé!!! 

The Directory is not very high-tech, but you 

will find it useful. Keep it in a very low-tech 

place, like a desk drawer next to the pencils and 

erasers. It contains all our names, addresses, 

phone numbers, and email addresses. Do not 

lose, loan, or forget. 

 

Questions? Please ask! 

Nancy Mitchell     nancyrm@mac.com 

Web Site Coordinator 
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PTA Finances 

 

Welcome to another exciting PTA year. 

We hope your board has had a good 

summer and has taken the first steps to getting 

organized for the fall. 

 

If your board is partly or completely new, the 

first thing treasurers should have done in July is 

to change the bank signature cards. Different 

banks have different rules for adding and 

deleting signatures, among them presenting 

either the minutes of the meeting where officers 

were elected or a letter from the corresponding 

secretary with the names of new officers. 

Driverôs licenses and/or Social Security 

cards (or copies thereof) may also be 

needed. Know the rules of your bank. 

 

Secondly, the audit of the previous 
�\�H�D�U�¶�V���E�R�R�N�V��should have been started by the 

end of July and completed shortly thereafter. A 

new treasurer should never accept books that 

have not been audited. An on-going treasurer 

should not write any checks until the previous 

end-of-year audit has been completed. 

The board should have met during the summer 

to draw up a preliminary budget. Be open to the 

suggestions and concerns of your board 

members. You will find that the best documents 

are those that have received a lot of thought and 

input. Keep in mind the structure of the IRS 990 

or 990/EZ tax returns which units with income 

over $25,000 a year will file. Your tax preparer 

will appreciate your following the format as 

closely as possible! 

 

And speaking of that subject, file your 990 or 
990/EZ and Schedule A if necessary as soon as 

financial PTA responsibility. If you do not know 

how to fill out your forms, ask among your 

parents for qualified tax preparers or contact 

your council financial officers for advice. Tax 

preparation is a legitimate PTA expense and can 

appear in your budget. The IRS deadline for 

units whose fiscal year ends June 30
th
 is 

November 15
th
. 

 

The deadline for per capita dues to 
council  is November 1

st
. The meeting 

before this deadline is October 18th. 

Please send our financial secretary per 

caps for at least 15 members by the end of 

October even though your membership drive 

may not yet be finished. Fifteen is the minimum 

number of members that a unit in good standing 

can have. If your unit is interested in the Early 

Bird Award (15 members) or the Chairmanôs 

Club Award (50 members), per caps are due 

October 1
st
 and October 15

th
, respectively.  

 

All units, councils and districts pay insurance. 

The amount of the insurance premium usually 

changes each year. The amount is negotiated 

every fall and we are notified of the amount by 

Peralta District. Please do not automatically send 

in last yearôs amount. We will notify you of the 

new amount to be sent to our financial 

secretary. A copy of the certificate can be 

downloaded from the CAPTA web site. The 

address of the insurance company is found in 

the ñInsurance Loss and Prevention guideò 

that all unit presidents receive and also on the 

Peralta web site: www.peraltadistrictpta.org. 

 

The Workers Comp form includes a 

supplemental payment for those units that have 

employee or independent contractor expenses 

over $1,000. If you do not have contractor 

expenses over $1,000, you may send in this form 

in November or December along with your 

insurance payment. If you do have more than 

$1,000 in contractor expenses, you may have to 

wait until January to fill out this form.  Please 

email me if you have any questions. Everyone 

must fill out and turn in this form even 

though you do not have any employees. Just 

write, ñNO ONE PAIDò on the form and send it 

along with your insurance payment. 

 

Dues (per caps) to Fremont Council PTA are 

$3.75 per member. It is not considered income 

in your budget, your end-of-year report, or your 

IRS form, even though it is deposited to your 

bank account. It is called ñIncome  / Expenses 

not belonging to the Unitò and is not declared as 

your income. The portion of your unit dues that 

you keep is your income, since you use it to 

fund your PTA programs. 

 

Again, welcome to a new school year. If 

you have any questions, please donôt 

hesitate to ask! 

 

Nancy Mitchell    Fremont Council treasurer 

nancyrm@mac.com    (510-657-2912) 


