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2007-2008 Executive Board  
PRESIDENT 
Alison Page  
510-790-2313 
page.one@prodigy.net 
 
1

st
-VICE PRESIDENT-Leadership 

Alison Wiscombe  
510-656-3695 
awiscombe@gmail.com 
 

2
nd

-VICE PRESIDENT-Programs 

Linda Dewlaney  
510-791-3360 
linda@myinvestment.com 
 
SECRETARY 
Melinda Creps  
510-760-2134 
mcreps@fremont.k12.ca.us 
 
TREASURER 
Nancy Mitchell  
510-657-2912 
nancyrm@mac.com 
 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY  
Sridevi Ganti  
510-742-1936 
sridevi_ganti@hotmail.com 
 

HISTORIAN 
Barbara Bousquet  
510-557-1640 
aquabarb@hotmail.com 
 
AUDITOR 
Suzanne Creek  
510-792-4015 
suzannecreek@comcast.net 
 
PARLIAMENTARIAN  
Melinda Kufeld  
510-793-7460 
melinda.kufeld@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this issue: 
Presidentôs Message -page 2 

Financial ï page 3 

Historian ï page 4 

Whatôs Happening ï page 4 

Founderôs Day ï page 5 

Calendar ï page 7 

 

Mid-Year Audit Hands On Training  - 
SUZANNE CREEK, AUDITOR 
 
Mid-Year Audit Hands On Training will be held 
on Thursday, January 1 7

th
 at 7:15PM  in a 

break-out session from the Council meeting at 
FUSD on Technology Drive.  Bring your 
records to get the most out of this session, 
but, all are invited to learn. 

 
Bylaws Hands On Training Session   
- MELINDA KUFELD, PARLIAMENTARIAN 

 
Bylaws Hands On Training will be held on 
Monday, February 4

th
 from 7:00 PM to 9:00 

PM in the Magnolia Room ïStaff Room ï 
#123 on the first floor of the Fremont 
Unified School District Offices on 
Technology Drive .  This session is intended 
for units who are ready to fill in and hopefully 
submit their bylaws at the end of the evening!  
Be prepared with the forms and items listed in 
the December 2007 Newsletter to get the 
most out of this session, but, all are invited to 
learn. 
 

 

* Insurance premium / 
late fee of $25 / Workers 
Comp form  
 
* Second Unit Report 
 

 * Per caps  
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CHAIRMANSHIPS 
HOSPITALITY 
Susan Nathan 
510-794-7284  
nathan.smolinski@comcast.net 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
Terri Trevarthen 
510-790-6212  
ttrevarthen@sbcglobal.net 
 
REFLECTIONS 
Linda Dewlaney 
510-791-3360 
linda@myinvestment.com 
 
FOUNDERSô DAY 
Barbara Bousquet 
510-657-1640  
aquabarb@hotmail.com 
 
AWARDS AND 
INSTALLATION  
Open position  
 
CROSSWALK RESOLUTION  
Valerie Stewart 
510-795-1924 
 ValerieS4kids@aol.com 
 
WEB MASTER 
Jennifer Mitchell 
510-657-2912 
jenstechs@mac.com 
 
DIVERSITY 
Neena Chand 
510-795-8218 
nchand2001@yahoo.com 
 
SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON  
Lily Mei 
510-252-9888  
lilymei@yahoo.com 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY  
Tamara Rogers, 
510-796-4311 
tamararogers@comcast.net 
 
NEWSLETTER 
Joan Nurge 
510-651-7737 
jrnrph@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vice President ɀ Leadership 

   Presidentõs Message 
 
Communication is an important tool.  It is, however, how, at times, things go a rye; 
Comedy of errors, missed deadlines, incomplete forms, etc.  We are currently in a 
time where there are many methods of communication at our disposal.  Humanity 
started with pictures, then word of mouth, written word, publications, telegraph, 
telephone, radio, television, recordings (both audio and video) and now, the internet. 
But, with reliance on technology, we always need a back up plan.  Hereôs the back-
up plan.  As our wonderful president is currently unable to utilize internet technology, 
she has graciously allowed, as relayed by telephone (land-lines, not cellular), a past 
president to offer the words of encouragement and focus brought by the newsletterôs 
Presidentôs message.  So, without further adieu, our guest past-presidentôs 
message.  
 

Past-Presidentõs Message:  by Joan Nurge, Past-President 2004-2006 
 
Happy New Year!  I hope you have all had an enjoyable Holiday Season and have 
high hopes for 2008.  Among your lists of New Years Resolutions, I hope youôve 
included: ï Attending Council Meetings, Handing all PTA paperwork on time, 
Keeping Financial Records according to PTA Toolkit recommendations,  Reading 
and following your unit by-laws, and Keeping minutes and other important 
documents according to PTA Toolkit recommendations. 
 
I cannot understate the importance of each unit following PTA requirements, 
especially where finances and legal documents are concerned.  Although we are a 
volunteer organization, with boards that turnover every few years, we do have major 
responsibilities in being granted and maintaining our non-profit status.  The IRS 
doesnôt just let PTAôs slide because we are all volunteers.  Next year, IRS rules will 
require good records kept by all units, even those who didnôt file in the past.  All units 
will be required to file something with the IRS.   Next yearôs group of volunteers will 
have to deal with any repercussions from this, so prepare accordingly.   
 
The easiest way to keep abreast of PTA requirements is to attend the Fremont 
Council PTA monthly meetings.  There you are reminded of the requirements and 
due dates along with tidbits of information to bring back to your unit to keep it strong.  
Question and Answer periods are provided before the meeting for you to get one-on-
one answers, advice and guidance.  In addition to meetings, this year, the Council 
Board is providing Hands-On Help Sessions (check calendar) to assist with the 
completion of forms, etc.  The toolkit, the PTA websites, and your unit By-laws are 
other sources available to keep your unit and your board on track.  Refer to them 
and keep your by-laws current. 
 
This is also a time to look toward Convention, Founders Day and Nominations. 
Convention is a great way to experience PTA.  Founders Day is a great way to 
honor PTA.  And Nominations and the subsequent Elections are a great way to 
perpetuate PTA. 
 
Keep up the good work and fabulous momentum that is Fremont Council PTA 2007-
2008. 
 
And, a most gracious thanks to Alison Page for allowing me this opportunity.  Hereôs 
hoping that 2008 will provide less technological challenges, and continue to energize 
our PTA teams, which work so well together. 
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January Financial News 
BY NANCY MITCHELL 
FREMONT COUNCIL TREASURER 

 
Happy New Year! Hope this time finds you well and 
happy with all your insurance paid and all per caps 
(so far) turned in to our Financial Secretary Sridevi 
Ganti. Thanks for keeping our good reputation up with 
Peralta District. 
 

Taxes 
In the middle of December, I received an IRS notice 
of the information required in the new electronic 
postcard 990-N that 501(c)(3) organizations will have 
to file with the IRS. That information is:  
 

 �2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V���O�H�J�D�O���Q�D�P�H\any other names 
used 

 Mailing address 
 Web site address 
 EIN 
 Name and address of a principal officer 
 Annual tax period 
 Verify that the annual gross receipts are 

$25,000 or less 
 Indicate if organization is no longer in 

business 
 
This is the same information that is at the top of the 
current 990/990-EZ forms. It is very easy to fill out. I 
�G�R�Q�¶�W���I�R�U�H�V�H�H���D���S�U�R�E�O�H�P���I�R�U���D�Q�\�R�Q�H���L�Q���I�L�O�O�L�Q�J���R�X�W���W�K�L�V��
�I�R�U�P�����7�K�H���S�U�R�E�O�H�P���,���V�H�H���L�V�����S�H�R�S�O�H���V�D�\�L�Q�J�����³�,���G�L�G�Q�¶�W��
�N�Q�R�Z���D�E�R�X�W���L�W���´���6�R���,���D�P���J�R�L�Q�J���W�R���P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���L�W���L�Q���W�K�H���0�D�\��
and June newsletters. The new treasurer will be 
emphasizing it in September and October when new 
unit officers come on board. The new filing 
requirements will also be mentioned in the annual 
�3�H�U�D�O�W�D���'�L�V�W�U�L�F�W���Q�H�Z���R�I�I�L�F�H�U�V�¶���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���K�H�O�G���H�Y�H�U�\���-�X�Q�H����
�6�R�����³�,���G�L�G�Q�¶�W���N�Q�R�Z�´���L�V���Q�R�W���J�R�L�Q�J���W�R���F�X�W �L�W���Z�L�W�K���X�V�« 
 
Another issue I see is that this form is not going to 
appear magically on your computer. The IRS 
probably does not know your email address. You may 
have to be proactive and go to the web site to get this 
form. We will keep you updated on this issue. 
 
As usual, the IRS sets forth dire consequences if 
these forms are not filled out three years in a row, 
primarily the losing of the non-profit status. Then you 
will have to pay taxes on all your income �± a pleasure 
�\�R�X���Z�R�X�O�G���J�O�D�G�O�\���I�R�U�J�R�����,�¶�P���V�X�U�H�« 
 

To get back into the good graces of the IRS and the 
State PTA, you will have to reapply for exemption and 
pay the appropriate fee. 
 
Other interesting information gleaned from the IRS 
web site on this topic:  

 There is no provision for any paper filing of a 
990-N. The filing of a paper 990-EZ will 
satisfy this requirement. 

 Because this form contains no data to 
calculate tax liability, it is not considered a 
return. It is only a notification. 

 It does not clear any other obligations the 
organization has with the IRS. 

 The system is Internet based and does not 
require additional software. 

 
To keep up to date on this topic, feel free to visit the 
IRS web site www.irs.gov and go to the Charities 
section. 
 

Audit Time  
Is it audit tim�H���D�J�D�L�Q�"���,���F�D�Q�¶�W���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���L�W�����3�7�$�V���P�X�V�W��
conduct semi-annual audits on their financial records. 
The treasurer and auditor should mutually agree on a 
time for the treasurer to give up the books for a 
couple of weeks. Some of you will have done your 
audits in December. Some of you will do audits in 
January. Your bylaws sets forth the months of audit. 
 
Auditors �± please be considerate of your treasurer 
and get the books back as soon as possible. PTA life 
goes on and so do the income and expenses. An 
ongoing treasurer can keep the checkbook (giving the 
binder, register, and ledger to the auditor) and make 
deposits and write checks. It is only an outgoing 
treasurer (such as the change of officers in the 
summer) who cannot write checks. Deposits can be 
made by the person with the bank stamp at any time 
�± just be sure to keep records for the next treasurer 
and financial secretary. 
 
If you have any questions about your audit, or you run 
into some kind of problem, feel free to call our auditor 
Suzanne Creek or myself. �6�X�]�D�Q�Q�H�¶�V���S�K�R�Q�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U��
is in the directory and her email address is on the web 
site. If your unit does not have an auditor, 
contact Suzanne also. It is a PTA 
requirement that an audit be done at 
this time. 
 
Any questions �± please ask!  
 


