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Presi de mtadsmceEMe s sage
The Importance of PTA

Ok, no peeking! Il 6m going to type
and by whom. Ailt is my view that a
when we almost reached that goal twenty years ago. The pyuhiegstdisatace in
school and learning are greater than ever before. The demands on the school
more increases each and every year.
youodre | ike me, youbor a&lagiweek)rigttd Well tthis is
excerpt from a letter written by William Berck, Alameda County Superintendent
1988. He was addressing the fact t
with high expectations for prodwetithe part of school principals and teachers, a
time and few volunteers to accomplish what needed to be done.

Wi th our current Afcrisiso, | 6ve hea
from PTA. Maybé& Yybedsambeatdf §omen
pay dues, we should forget about PTA and g@tbex.PThat way, we can jost fu
draise and make some money for our

I read a 1986 | etter f raskimgta hagerPiTAbrough
into the school, he wrote, AWe have
our test scores rise. We have seen more and more students qualify for advang
We have seen our schools and teachers rentsivfergnaeded supplies and activitie
things are going so well, why PTA? The answer is that no matter how well the
groups are affecting their individual schools, what happens at our schools & in
pendent upon what happens Sacr ament o0.

In Fremont, we are blessed to have an administration and a school board that

decisions on school policies while recognizing that thoughtful discussion of ma|
the common meeting ground of the PTA provides tioe a$sistamunity thinking af
the safeguards of community understanding. FUSD recognizes that PTA mem
citizens, have an obligation to be concerned about the quality of their school af
improvements in legitimate, democrati®©t@grsparent groups, although helpful to
schools, are not designed to influence our state governments directly on educa
Since many important decisions are being made in Sacramento these days, it

to have our parents incticemmunication with the decision makers. Through thg
State PTAOGs direct representation i

made directly to legislators and to the Department of Education. State legrislatig
flects owiews.

By following National PTAOGs byl aws,
schools, organizations and agencies active in child welfare, and each other. O
justice and courtesy to all, ensuring the rule of the thijeritglais of the minority.
Other parent groups are unable to operate effectively beyond the local level. T|
have no voice in Sacramento other than the voice of the individual. As J. Edgd
rector, Federal Bureau of Investigationt e, A Thr ough acti V
improving educational facilities, developing moral and spiritual values, and pro
health and safety for our boys and girls, the PTA fulfills a vital role in building a
Ame c a0 .
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MAY F|NANC|AL NE\NS\NCYMITCHEL,LG)UNCIIIREASURER

A YeaEnd RepodWh at 6 s That ?

Now is the time for all good treasueessite that their records are in order. The end of the fiscal year is coming
up fast! What sort of records are we talking about?

V Ledgeraip to date tailing the approval by vote of the expenditure by
V Cash Verification formsed and signed by two the board or association is adequate.
people other than the treasurer V  Reconciled bank statements.

V Requests for dbursement / reimbursemevith V. Tr eas ur eupfogate. epor t s
receipts taped or stapled to the back of tHe forkh. Binder materialgp to date.
there are no receipts, the section of the neinutes d

There are two essential and required documents for the treasurer to prepare. The first is the budget, prepared il
summer or fall at the beginning of the fiscal yeaonthe ##earEnd Reportofficially known asAmaual

Financial Reparprepared in June at the end of the fiscal yegporfihisssential to your record keéging

many reasons

It is a report to the board and association of all yoexpeaditeres and assets.

A copy needs to be sent to Council for its records.

It is required by the auditor to do an accuratel yeatit.

It is required by your tax preparer for accurate reporting of income, expenditures and assets to the IRS.
It is aeference to future treasurers should there be any question about, or need for, this information.

X X X X X

What does this report look like? An examplentitié-inancial Repadn be found in theolkitthat is

available online. On paper, the page nuzliepoisine, the page numi3digDownload the Toolkit to your

desktop for easy reference.) In addition to the information presented on this form, the treasurer should include &
savings account income and balances and give a total assetgdigure dbhis on the rigdrtd side of the

page with the total assets appearing at the bottom of the page.

Place a copy of this in your binder and make sure the incoming treasurer (even if it is you!) starts the term with 1
form in his/her new binder.

Speaking of the |1 RSE

This is the first year fiat private neprofits are required to fill out an informational tax rétinis.nYeans
YOU'Those units with gross income under $25,000 will be filling their returns online. You can get to this informa
through the IRS web itig://www.irs.gaw you can go direlsttp://epostcard.form990.org

I would suggest that you print out the Requirements and Tips page that gives information on Windows and Mac
browser support, cookies enabled, and JavaScript enabled. You will be required to register as,a new user to log
create yourmostcard, and submit the filing to the IRS. Surf the site for any more information you feel you need.

The outgoing treasurer is responsible for providing correct information for the filing of this return. The new exect
board is respsible for seeing that it is doiNolsgmber 15 This filing can be done on any coimiputégyht

be a good idea for more than one person to watch how this form is created and sent in. Fremont Council will be
it in the summer after the audinglet¢ we 6 | | |l et you know how it turns o

For those units with gross income over $25,000, you will be filing your 990 or
990EZ6s and Schedule A0s as Ypsual

Continued: Next Page:
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MAY FINANCIAL NEWSntinued)
Other dealings with the IRS

Cccasionally a unit may get a letter from the IRS about penalty fees for a tax return not filed fot-a previous year.

though we do not pay taxes on income, we can be charged feessiintatetarns to the tu$20f day.)
Should you receiwel a letteGETIN TOUCH WITHDUNCILIMMEDIATELYVe can advise you on the
course of actitmtakewhichnicludes the following
e FindtheAnnual Financial Repdor that year.
If possible, find the yerd audit for that year.
I f y ou the Repdrittyouhndl hawe to create one from the documentation that you do have.
e Write a letter to the IRS explaining the circumstances of failure to file, which may include
0 Completaurnover of board and lack of communication,
o Failuref previous traaer to provide accurate records,
0 Lack of training by PTA council and district on the details of filing tax returns.
Be honest.
e Detail the steps you have taken to rectify this situation
(i.e.financial training, better record keeping, inclusion of the completed tax returp with this letter.
e Ask for forgiveness of this penalty fee
Explain that you have never been charged a fee before,
Explaithat you are now up to date on filing requirements,
Explairthat you intend to be proactive in the future in filing tax returns.

e Send the letter, a copy of the original letter sent to you, and the tax return (when compieted) to the depa

ment indicated in the letter.
Make copies for your records,
andsend a copy to Council in case you need the information again.

Do not ignore the IRS. It is up to them whether or not to forgive your penalty fee. You may find yourself paying t

government thousands of dollars unnecessarily out of money yowhgwarsgasdrboms and school. |
woul dndt want to be the person explaining this

Next month & those last - minute things, including how to prepare your books for audit.

P

A Parliamentary Minute:

Many thanks to each and every PTA/PTSA in Fremont
for updating their bylaws over the past year and one -halfl  Great
job and congratulations to all!
Melinda Kufeld
Fremont Council Parliamentarian

_—
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Historian Tidbit Corner
BY BARBARBOUSQUETREMONTCOUNCIIPTAHISTORIAN

I would like to start this month's article by saying how much all of us at Fremont Council PTA

appreciate every one of you wonderful PTA/PTSA Historians and/or the President fill-ins. Thank

you so much for your participation in spending 3 YROXQWHHU KRXUV" WR FROOHFW UH
the 3 quarterly Unit reports and the annual unit reports we at Fremont Council have requested

from you. We sincerely appreciate your dedication. So that said, | now must ask a big favor of

the 15 units (out of 29 units) that | have not received the Annual reports from as of yet. That is

48% received and we were shooting for 100% turned in. The Annual Unit reports (and one

copy) were due to Fremont Council, Historian (Barbara Bousquet) April 17". Please, still turn in

the reports not just because it is actually mandatory but so we can represent on paper what is
DFWXDOO\ EHLQJ GRQH RQ D GDLO\ EDVLV DW HDFK RI RXU 6FKRRO
hard work so we can share our celebrations of a job well done.

Unit Annual Reports are due to Peralta District PTA, President by May 15". This is the reason
for the April 17 ™ due date for Fremont Council Annual Unit Report plus 1 copy.

The Annual Unit Report forms are located in the California State PTA toolkit @
http://www.capta.org. It is also included in this newsletter.

:KDW:-V +DSSHQLQJ"
'KDW -V +DSSHQLQJ LQ RXU &RPPXQLW\ DQG 6FKR

May 10, 2008 (Saturday):
0 12noon:Ohlone Community Band. Central Park Pavilion @ LakeFalzmhkets: 56696031
orboxoffice @ohlone.edwww.smithogerpresents.com
0 3pm: Ohlone Community Chorale. Centerville Presbyterian Church, Fremont. Fe&Gkts: 510
orboxoffice @ohlone.edwww.smithcenpeesents.com
0 8pm: Fremont Symphony preséBtR SV &RQFHUW *H Brivitk Zén@er,0DQIGhe)Colldg GV -~
Contactwww.fremontsymphonyoo il 67941659 otickets@fremontsymphony.org

May 18, 2008 (Sunday):

o 2pm:LOV6és Sunday Afternoon Concert Series, feat.!
MacGregor/Bridgepoint School Auditorium, 35753 Cedar Blvd., Newarkw Conbagt516793
5683.

0 5pm: Ohlone Wind Orchest&pring Festival. Ohlone College Smith Center. For ti6k&8603310
orboxoffice@ohlone.edwww.smithcenterpresents.com

May 19, 2008 (Monday, 11&8y:Annual Golf Tournamsponsored by the Washington Hospital Healthcare
Foundation. Proceeds benefiting hospice. Castlewood Cowdsatom, Rlontafidundation@whhs.com
or 5167913428.

May 23, 2008 (Friday, 8:30pGhops Big Barkdb ZL Q J L Q Whtore £olledge NUMMI Theatre. kFor tic
ets: 518596031 oboxoffice@ohlone.edwww.smithcenterpresents.com
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