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2007 -2008 Executive Board  
PRESIDENT 
Alison Page  
510-790-2313 
page.one@prodigy.net 
 
1

st
-VICE PRESIDENT-Leadership 

Alison Wiscombe  
510-656-3695 
awiscombe@gmail.com 
 

2
nd

-VICE PRESIDENT-Programs 

Linda Dewlaney  
510-791-3360 
linda@myinvestment.com 
 
SECRETARY 
Melinda Creps  
510-760-2134 
mcreps@fremont.k12.ca.us 
 
TREASURER 
Nancy Mitchell  
510-657-2912 
nancyrm@mac.com 
 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY  
Sridevi Ganti  
510-742-1936 
sridevi_ganti@hotmail.com 
 

HISTORIAN 
Barbara Bousquet  
510-557-1640 
aquabarb@hotmail.com 
 
AUDITOR 
Suzanne Creek  
510-792-4015 
suzannecreek@comcast.net 
 
PARLIAMENTARIAN  
Melinda Kufeld  
510-793-7460 
melinda.kufeld@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this issue: 

 
Presidentôs Message- pg. 2 

Financial News -  pg. 3 

Parliamentarian -  pg. 4 

Historian ï pg. 5 

Whatôs Happening ï pg. 5 

Flunk the Budget ï pg. 6 

Calendar ï pg 7 

 

Awards and Installation  
Dinner Meeting 

Thursday 
May 15th 

FUSD Board Room 
1st Floor 

Technology Drive 
RSVP:  Linda Dewlaney 

linda@myinvestment.com 
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CHAIRMANSHIPS 
HOSPITALITY 
Susan Nathan 
510-794-7284  
nathan.smolinski@comcast.net 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
Terri Trevarthen 
510-790-6212  
ttrevarthen@sbcglobal.net 
 
REFLECTIONS 
Linda Dewlaney 
510-791-3360 
linda@myinvestment.com 
 
FOUNDERSô DAY 
Barbara Bousquet 
510-657-1640  
aquabarb@hotmail.com 
 
AWARDS AND INSTALL A-
TION 
Open position  
 
CROSSWALK RESOLUTION  
Valerie Stewart 
510-795-1924 
 ValerieS4kids@aol.com 
 
WEB MASTER 
Jennifer Mitchell 
510-657-2912 
jenstechs@mac.com 
 
DIVERSITY 
Neena Chand 
510-795-8218 
nchand2001@yahoo.com 
 
SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON  
Lily Mei 
510-252-9888  
lilymei@yahoo.com 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY  
Tamara Rogers, 
510-796-4311 
tamararogers@comcast.net 
 
NEWSLETTER 
Joan Nurge 
510-651-7737 
jrnrph@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vice President ɀ Leadership 

Presidentõs Message BY ALISON PAGE 

The Importance of PTA 
 
Ok, no peeking!  Iôm going to type a quote here and I want you to guess when it was written 
and by whom.  ñIt is my view that a PTA in every school is far more important now than it was 
when we almost reached that goal twenty years ago.  The problems that youngsters face in 
school and learning are greater than ever before.  The demands on the schools to teach 
more increases each and every year.  If we ever needed a PTA, the time is now.ò  Now, if 
youôre like me, youôre probably thinking that this was written last week, right?  Well, this is an 
excerpt from a letter written by William Berck, Alameda County Superintendent of Schools in 
1988.  He was addressing the fact that Prop 13 forced PTAs into the mold of ñmoney makers: 
with high expectations for production on the part of school principals and teachers, and little 
time and few volunteers to accomplish what needed to be done.   
 
With our current ñcrisisò, Iôve heard similar rumblings from a few people wanting to veer away 
from PTA.  Maybe youôve heard some of the same stuff.  ñWith all of their rules and having to 
pay dues, we should forget about PTA and go to a PT-Other.  That way, we can just fun-
draise and make some money for our school.ò 
 
I read a 1986 letter from a principal to his schoolôs parents.  In asking to have PTA brought 
into the school, he wrote, ñWe have seen other parent groups function well.  We have seen 
our test scores rise.  We have seen more and more students qualify for advanced classes.  
We have seen our schools and teachers receive grants for needed supplies and activities.  If 
things are going so well, why PTA?  The answer is that no matter how well these other parent 
groups are affecting their individual schools, what happens at our schools is increasingly de-
pendent upon what happens in Sacramentoò. 
 
In Fremont, we are blessed to have an administration and a school board that makes final 
decisions on school policies while recognizing that thoughtful discussion of many matters in 
the common meeting ground of the PTA provides the assistance of community thinking and 
the safeguards of community understanding. FUSD recognizes that PTA members, like all 
citizens, have an obligation to be concerned about the quality of their school and to work for 
improvements in legitimate, democratic ways.  Other parent groups, although helpful to their 
schools, are not designed to influence our state governments directly on educational issues.  
Since many important decisions are being made in Sacramento these days, it makes sense 
to have our parents in direct communication with the decision makers.  Through the California 
State PTAôs direct representation in Sacramento, bills are reviewed and suggestions are 
made directly to legislators and to the Department of Education. State legislation often re-
flects our views.   
 
By following National PTAôs bylaws, we have guidelines for how to cooperate with our 
schools, organizations and agencies active in child welfare, and each other.  Our rules insure 
justice and courtesy to all, ensuring the rule of the majority and the rights of the minority.  
Other parent groups are unable to operate effectively beyond the local level.  They certainly 
have no voice in Sacramento other than the voice of the individual.  As J. Edgar Hoover, Di-
rector, Federal Bureau of Investigation wrote, ñThrough activities stressing the importance of 
improving educational facilities, developing moral and spiritual values, and promoting better 
health and safety for our boys and girls, the PTA fulfills a vital role in building a stronger 
Americaò. 
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MAY FINANCIAL NEWS BY NANCY MITCHELL, COUNCIL TREASURER 
 

A Year-End Report ð Whatõs That? 
Now is the time for all good treasurers to ensure that their records are in order. The end of the fiscal year is coming 
up fast! What sort of records are we talking about? 
 
V Ledgers up to date 
V Cash Verification forms used and signed by two 

people other than the treasurer 
V Requests for disbursement / reimbursement with 

receipts taped or stapled to the back of the form. If 
there are no receipts, the section of the minutes de-

tailing the approval by vote of the expenditure by 
the board or association is adequate. 

V  Reconciled bank statements.  
V Treasurerõs reports up to date. 
V Binder materials up to date. 

 
There are two essential and required documents for the treasurer to prepare. The first is the budget, prepared in the 
summer or fall at the beginning of the fiscal year. The second is the Year-End Report, officially known as the Annual 
Financial Report, prepared in June at the end of the fiscal year. This report is essential to your record keeping for 
many reasons: 
× It is a report to the board and association of all your income, expenditures and assets. 
× A copy needs to be sent to Council for its records. 
× It is required by the auditor to do an accurate year-end audit. 
× It is required by your tax preparer for accurate reporting of income, expenditures and assets to the IRS. 
× It is a reference to future treasurers should there be any question about, or need for, this information. 

 
What does this report look like? An example of the Annual Financial Report can be found in the Toolkit that is 
available online. On paper, the page number is 291; online, the page number is 324. (Download the Toolkit to your 
desktop for easy reference.) In addition to the information presented on this form, the treasurer should include any 
savings account income and balances and give a total assets figure. This can be done on the right-hand side of the 
page with the total assets appearing at the bottom of the page. 
 
Place a copy of this in your binder and make sure the incoming treasurer (even if it is you!) starts the term with this 
form in his/her new binder. 
 

Speaking of the IRSé 
This is the first year that ALL private non-profits are required to fill out an informational tax return. Yes ï this means 
YOU! Those units with gross income under $25,000 will be filling their returns online. You can get to this information 
through the IRS web site: http://www.irs.gov   or you can go direct:  http://epostcard.form990.org 
 
I would suggest that you print out the Requirements and Tips page that gives information on Windows and Mac 
browser support, cookies enabled, and JavaScript enabled. You will be required to register as a new user to log in, 
create your e-postcard, and submit the filing to the IRS. Surf the site for any more information you feel you need. 
 
The outgoing treasurer is responsible for providing correct information for the filing of this return. The new executive 
board is responsible for seeing that it is done by November 15th. This filing can be done on any computer ï it might 
be a good idea for more than one person to watch how this form is created and sent in. Fremont Council will be doing 
it in the summer after the audit is complete ï weôll let you know how it turns out! 
 

For those units with gross income over $25,000, you will be filing your 990 or 

990EZõs and Schedule Aõs as usual. 
 
Continued: Next Page: 
 

http://www.irs.gov/
http://epostcard.form990.org/
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MAY FINANCIAL NEWS (Continued) 

Other dealings with the IRS: 
 
Occasionally a unit may get a letter from the IRS about penalty fees for a tax return not filed for a previous year. (Al-
though we do not pay taxes on income, we can be charged fees for late or missing returns to the tune of $20 a day.)  
Should you receive such a letter, GET IN TOUCH WITH COUNCIL   IMMEDIATELY.  We can advise you on the 
course of action to take, which includes the following: 

 Find the Annual Financial Report for that year.  
If possible, find the year-end audit for that year.  
If you donôt have the Report, you will have to create one from the documentation that you do have. 

 Write a letter to the IRS explaining the circumstances of failure to file, which may include: 
o Complete turnover of board and lack of communication,  
o Failure of previous treasurer to provide accurate records, 
o Lack of training by PTA council and district on the details of filing tax returns. 

 Be honest. 

 Detail the steps you have taken to rectify this situation. 
(i.e. financial training, better record keeping, inclusion of the completed tax return with this letter.) 

 Ask for forgiveness of this penalty fee. 
Explain that you have never been charged a fee before, 
Explain that you are now up to date on filing requirements,  
Explain that you intend to be proactive in the future in filing tax returns. 

 Send the letter, a copy of the original letter sent to you, and the tax return (when completed) to the depart-
ment indicated in the letter.  
Make copies for your records,  
and send a copy to Council in case you need the information again. 

 
Do not ignore the IRS. It is up to them whether or not to forgive your penalty fee. You may find yourself paying the 
government thousands of dollars unnecessarily out of money you have saved for your classrooms and school. I 
wouldnôt want to be the person explaining this to the membershipé  
 

Next month ð those last - minute things, including how to prepare your books for audit.  
 

 
  

Many thanks to each and every  PTA/PTSA in Fremont 
for  updating their bylaws  over the past year and one -half!   Great 
job and congratulations to all!    

Melinda Kufeld  
Fremont Council Parliamentarian  

 

A Parliamentary Minute:  
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Historian Tidbit Corner  
  BY BARBARA BOUSQUET, FREMONT COUNCIL PTA HISTORIAN 

 

 
I would like to start this month's article by saying how much all of us at Fremont Council PTA 
appreciate every one of you wonderful PTA/PTSA Historians and/or the President fill-ins.  Thank 
you so much for your participation in spending �³�Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U���K�R�X�U�V�´���W�R���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�����U�H�F�R�U�G�����D�Q�G���F�U�H�D�W�H��
the 3 quarterly Unit reports and the annual unit reports we at Fremont Council have requested 
from you.  We sincerely appreciate your dedication.  So that said, I now must ask a big favor of 
the 15 units (out of 29 units) that I have not received the Annual reports from as of yet.  That is 
48% received and we were shooting for 100% turned in.  The Annual Unit reports (and one 
copy) were due to Fremont Council, Historian (Barbara Bousquet) April 17th.  Please, still turn in 
the reports not just because it is actually mandatory  but so we can represent on paper what is 
�D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\���E�H�L�Q�J���G�R�Q�H���R�Q���D���G�D�L�O�\���E�D�V�L�V���D�W���H�D�F�K���R�I���R�X�U���6�F�K�R�R�O�V�������/�H�W�¶�V���D�O�O���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W���W�K�D�W���G�H�G�L�F�D�W�H�G��
hard work so we can share our celebrations of a job well done. 

Unit Annual Reports are due to Peralta District PTA, President by May 15 th.  This is the reason 
for the April 17 th due date for Fremont Council Annual Unit Report plus 1 copy. 

The Annual Unit Report forms are located in the California State PTA toolkit @ 
http://www.capta.org.   It is also included in this newsletter. 

 

 

 

�:�K�D�W�·�V���+�D�S�S�H�Q�L�Q�J�" 
�:�K�D�W�·�V���+�D�S�S�H�Q�L�Q�J���L�Q���R�X�U���&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���D�Q�G���6�F�K�R�R�O�V�" 

 
May 10, 2008 (Saturday):  

o 12noon:  Ohlone Community Band.  Central Park Pavilion @ Lake Elizabeth.  For tickets:  510-659-6031 
or boxoffice@ohlone.edu or www.smithcenterpresents.com.    

o 3pm:  Ohlone Community Chorale.  Centerville Presbyterian Church, Fremont.  For tickets:  510-659-6031 
or boxoffice@ohlone.edu or www.smithcenterpresents.com.    

o 8pm:  Fremont Symphony presents �³�3�R�S�V���&�R�Q�F�H�U�W�����*�H�U�V�K�Z�L�Q���D�Q�G���)�U�L�H�Q�G�V���´ Smith Center, Ohlone College.  
Contact:  www.fremontsymphony.org or 510-794-1659 or tickets@fremontsymphony.org.   

 
May 18, 2008 (Sunday):   

o 2pm:  LOVôs Sunday Afternoon Concert Series, featuring Sister Swing with a tribute to the Andrews Sisters. 
MacGregor/Bridgepoint School Auditorium, 35753 Cedar Blvd., Newark.  Contact:  www.lov.org or 510-793-
5683.   

o 5pm:  Ohlone Wind Orchestra ï Spring Festival.  Ohlone College Smith Center.  For tickets:  510-659-6031 
or boxoffice@ohlone.edu or www.smithcenterpresents.com.    

 
May 19, 2008 (Monday, 11am):  23rd Annual Golf Tournament, sponsored by the Washington Hospital Healthcare 
Foundation. Proceeds benefiting hospice.  Castlewood Country Club, Pleasanton.  Contact:  foundation@whhs.com 
or 510-791-3428.    
 
May 23, 2008 (Friday, 8:30pm):  Chops Big Band �³�6�Z�L�Q�J���L�Q�W�R���6�S�U�L�Q�J�´��  Ohlone College NUMMI Theatre.   For tick-
ets:  510-659-6031 or boxoffice@ohlone.edu or www.smithcenterpresents.com.    

 


