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Fremont Council PTA Newsletter 

Monthly News, Information, and Parent Education 
4210 Technology Dr. Fremont, Ca. 94538 

www.fremontcouncilpta.org 
June 2009 

                    Edited by:  Joan Nurge 

Council Meetings and 
Council Board Meetings 

are held at the FUSD 
staff room on the 

Second Monday of the 
month at 7:15PM 

Q&A-6:45PM 

FREMONT COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
   BY ALISON WISCOMBE, OUTGOING PRESIDENT

        

        

    

 
 

   

Dates to Remember 
 
 
JUN. 6 -- (SATURDAY) 7:45AM - 1:45 PM 

Peralta District Annual Training 
Conference 

             Arroyo High School 
             15701 Lorenzo Ave. 
             San Lorenzo, CA 
  
JUN.  8 -- (MONDAY) 7:15 PM 
 Council Board Meeting - FUSD 

 Final submission of expenses, 
receipts for payment 
 

JUN 25 – 29  National PTA Convention – 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 

 
JUN 30 – End of Fiscal Year.  Close 

Financial books 
 
SEPT 14 – (MONDAY) 7:15 PM  

Council PTA Meeting--  FUSD 
DUE:  Membership Per Caps for 

Early Bird (min. 15)  
          Financial Report 
         Summer Audit Report 
         Proposed 2009-2010 Budget   
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Dear Friends, 
 

This is the last newsletter I will be writing for 
Fremont Council PTA and the June meeting will be 
my last as President.   I’ll still be around though, and 
heavily involved with you all as Peralta District 
President.  Fremont Council  PTA is such a huge part 
of Peralta District – by far the largest council with 30 
units and the largest membership, I will depend on 
you to lead the way again next year with the largest 
number of Reflections entries, the best programs, the 
most worthwhile meetings and the best unit 
presidents!  

So how did we do this year?  We welcomed 
Durham Elementary, reconnected with the principals 
and School Board, and had a highly successful 
Founders Day and Reflections program.   Many units 
were helped with financial and leadership issues, and 
our council was a model for financial and 
parliamentarian procedures.  Many units achieved 
spectacular growth in membership despite a hard 
economic year, with volunteerism being generally 
down.  

Who did all the work at Council?  Your council 
officers and chairs.  These people work tirelessly, 
without fanfare, efficiently and without being nagged, 
quietly completing their jobs, often putting in hours of 
time every month.   We thanked them at last months’ 
meeting, and I just want to thank them again – I know 
I leave Council in good hands and it will thrive under 
Susan Nathan’s leadership.  

Don’t be a stranger. See you at the Peralta 
meetings and trainings, at Convention, at schools, 
school board meetings and around town.  You are all 
special to me.   

                                                 Alison 

 
 
 
 

http://www.fremontcouncilpta.org/
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2009-2010 Elected Council Officers 
President:    

  SUSAN NATHAN 

  (510) 301-5898  

  nathan.smolinski@comcast.net 

 
1st VP - Leadership:  

  LINDA DEWLANEY 

  (510) 791-3360 
   linda@myinvestment.com 

 
 2nd VP – Programs:  

  BARBARA BOUSQUET 

  (510) 557-1640 

   h20swimbarb@ gmail.com 

 
Secretary:                    <<open>>  

   

 
Treasurer:       

  ALISON PAGE 

  (510) 790-2313 

  page.one@prodigy.net 

 
Financial Secretary:  

  NANCY MITCHELL 

  (510) 657-2912  

   nancyrm@mac.com 

 
Parliamentarian: <<open>> 

 (appointed) 

 
Auditor:   

  LUCY BAILEY   

  (510) 494-9529 

   lucyb@dprinc.com 

 
Historian:                  <<open>> 

 

 
Over the Summer Remember – if you need 

info on Membership or Reflections contact: 

 

Membership: 

MERYL SHATZMAN 

(510) 745-7889 

merylshatzman@yahoo.com 

 

Reflections: 

BECKY BRUNO 

(510) 661-0117 

becky.bruno@comcast.net 

  

 Please Feel Free to Contact any of the Fremont 
Council Executive Board for information, 
assistance and/or support. 

President:    
  ALISON WISCOMBE 

(510) 656-3695  
awiscombe@gmail.com 

1st VP - Leadership:  
  SUSAN NATHAN           

(510) 301-5898 
nathan.smolinski@comcast.net 

2nd VP ð Programs:  
  BARBARA BOUSQUET 

(510) 557-1640 
h20swimbarb@ gmail.com 

Secretary:       
  MELINDA CREPS 

(510) 760-2134 
 mcreps@fremont.k12.ca.us 

Treasurer:       
  ALISON PAGE 

(510) 790-2313 
 page.one@prodigy. net 

Financial Secretary:  
  NANCY MITCHELL 

(510) 657-2912 
nancyrm@mac.com 

Parliamentarian: <<open>> 

Auditor:   
  LUCY BAILEY          

(510) 494-9529 
lucyb@dprinc.com 

Historian:       
  LINDA DEWLANEY 

(510) 791-3360 
linda@myinvestment.com 

 

Committee Chairmen 

Founders Day: 
   BARBARA BOUSQUET 

(510) 557-1640 
h20swimbarb@ gmail.com 

Health & Safety:  
  TAMARA ROGERS 

(510) 796 - 4311 
tamararogers@comcast.net 

Hospitality:   
  SIDNEY WEINTRAUB 

(510) 894-6310 
sidweintraub@sbcglobal.net 

Membership:      
  MERYL SHATZMAN 

(510) 745-7889 

merylshatzman@yahoo.com 

Newsletter: 
  JOAN NURGE 

(510) 651-7737 
jrnrph@sbcglobal.net 

Reflections: 
   LINDA DEWLANEY 

(510) 791-3360 
linda@myinvestment.com 

   BECKY BRUNO (510) 661-0117 
becky.bruno@comcast.net 

Legislation: 
    HIU NG 

(510) 792-2468 
hiu_ng@msn.com 

Traffic Safety:  
   VALERIE STEWART 

(510) 795-1924 
valeries4kids@aol.com 

Website:  
  JENNY MITCHELL 

(510) 657-2912 
jenstechs@mac.com 

Open Positions:  
Parliamentarian  

 

mailto:nathan.smolinski@comcast.net
mailto:linda@myinvestment.com
mailto:nancyrm@mac.com
mailto:lucyb@dprinc.com
mailto:merylshatzman@yahoo.com
http://us.mc905.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=h20swimbarb@gmail.com
http://us.mc905.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=h20swimbarb@gmail.com
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Financial News    

It’s June – Yea! BY NANCY MITCHELL, FINANCIAL SECRETARY 

 
Congratulations ð summer is almost here!  Here is a quick end-of-year checklist for your unit financial 

officers. 

President:  

 Co-sign all Request for Reimbursement forms.  

 Make sure all expenses have been voted upon and approved at the meetings. 
Secretary: 

 Co-sign all Request for Reimbursement forms.  

 Include all expenses in the minutes with their approval (approved or ratified).  

 Prepare bound minutes to give to the auditor. 
Financial Secretary:  

 Finish up all deposits by June 30th. 
 Note to Treasurer: if there are deposits on June 30th, they should be included in this 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǳƴǘƛƭ Wǳƭȅ нnd, for example, they still should be in 
ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΩǎ ŘŜǇƻǎƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ 
deposits should match except for refunds received. Although the financial secretary will 
have a refund as a deposit, the treasurer will have the refund as a reduction of the 
expense. 

Treasurer:  

 Ensure that all bills are paid by June 30th. If you are expecting bills in July, please make 
notes so the budget committee can include them in the planning. Remember that an 
outgoing board cannot encumber an incoming board. Advance payments for future grad 
nights and other big events should be thoroughly discussed and agreed upon by both 
boards. 

 Mail any per caps checks to Fremont Council by June 15th so that the treasurer can 
forward them on to Peralta District before the 30th to clear her records. 

 Prepare the Annual Financial Report. 

 Prepare the books for audit. This will include all paperwork on transactions since the last 
audit, which should have been in January. 

 Binder contents: cash verification forms with receipts, Request for Reimbursement 
ŦƻǊƳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜŎŜƛǇǘǎκōƛƭƭǎΣ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭŜŘ ōŀƴƪ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΩǎ Ƴinutes, financial 
ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎΦ 

 Also in the binder: tax return (990-N or 990-EZ or 990) filed by November 15th, 2008, 
and a copy of the mid-year audit. 

 tŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ōƛƴŘŜǊ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ !ƴƴǳŀƭ Cƛƴŀƴcial Report, 
the current budget, and a copy of the unit bylaws. 

 DƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛǘƻǊΥ ǘƘŜ ōƻǳƴŘ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ ƭŜŘƎŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŜŎƪōƻƻƪ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ 
checkbook if you are an outgoing treasurer, and any deposit slips not held by the 
financial secretary. Ongoing treasurers may keep the unused checks. 



Finance continued 
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 A helpful hint ς go through the audit checklist yourself when closing the books. You will 
be able to prepare in advance what the auditor needs. 

 If bills during the summer are anticipated, the board should authorize the payment of 
ǘƘŜǎŜ ōƛƭƭǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘΣ ŀ ƭƛƳƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 
Ǉǳǘ ƻƴ ƛǘΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άƴƻǘ ǘƻ ŜȄŎŜŜŘ ϷоллΦέ !ƴȅ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōŀƴƪ ǎǘŀƳǇ ƻǊ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ 
number can deposit checks at any time. 

 The fiscal year ends June 30th. If you close your books earlier, the end of the year is still 
June 30th. You are treasurer until June 30th. A new treasurer cannot transact business 
until the audit is complete and the board has met. 

Auditor:  

 The audit is done by the auditor in place during the previous year.  

 The auditor should be familiar with the audit checklist and consult with the treasurer if 
something is unclear. 

 The audit dates are from the date of the last audit to June 30th. Even though the audit 
may be done in July or August, the documents are accurate as of June 30th.  

 The audit complete date at the bottom of the page is used for the date the audit was 
actually done. 

  All accounts are audited ς checking and savings accounts and Certificates of Deposit. 
All PTA officers:  

 Attend Peralta Officer Training. 

 Consult with your Fremont Council counterpart when necessary.  

 Ask questions.  

 Attend unit summer budget meetings to plan for the next year.  

 Have a great summer! 
 

FREMONT Council Membership Awards 2008 -2009  

o     Early Bird Award and Chairmanôs Club ï American High PTSA, Ardenwood 

Elementary PTA, Azevada Elementary PTA, Brookvale Elementary PTA, Forest 

Park Elementary PTA, Glenmoor Elementa ry PTA, Irvington High PTSA, J.F. 

Kennedy High PTSA, John Gomes Elementary PTA, John M. Horner Jr. High 

PTSA, Maloney Elementary PTA, Mattos Elementary PTA, Niles Elementary 

PTA, O.N. Hirsch Elementary PTA, Oliveira Elementary PTA, Parkmont 

Elementary PTA,  Patterson Elementary PTA, Steven Millard Elementary PTA, 

Thornton Jr. High PTSA, Vallejo Mill Elementary School PTA, W.W. Brier 

Elementary PTA, Walters Junior High PTSA, Warwick Elementary PTA, 

Washington High PTSA  

o     Membership Challenge ï Ardenwood El ementary PTA,  Azevada Elementary 

PTA,  Cabrillo Elementary PTA,  Fremont Special Education PTA,  Grimmer 

Elementary PTA,  J.F. Kennedy High PTSA,  John M. Horner Jr. High 

PTSA,  Maloney Elementary PTA,  Niles Elementary PTA,  O.N. Hirsch Elementary 

PTA,  Patterson Elementary PTA,  W.W. Brier Elementary PTA,  Warwick 

Elementary PTA,  Washington High PTSA  
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More Financial News    

A word from the Auditor BY LUCY BAILEY, FREMONT COUNCIL PTA AUDITOR 

 
²Ŝƭƭǎ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ Χ 
Year end audits should be completed in early July.  The Treasurer and Auditor need to make 
arrangements to coordinate getting the required information to each other due to the summer 
break.   
Items the Auditor will need for a comprehensive audit are the previous audit report, checkbook 
ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΣ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ƭŜŘƎŜǊǎΣ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎΣ ǿŀǊǊŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǎƘ ǊŜŎŜƛǇǘǎΣ ōŀƴƪ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
the minutes of all meetings. 
 
An audit determines the accuracy of the books, detects inconsistencies or errors, provides 
recommendations for corrective action, protects the financial officers, verifies that funds were 
ǎŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭǎ ŀǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎǳǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
resources were managed in a businesslike manner.      
 
Of course an audit repoǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀȅǎ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ƛǎ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŘŜǎƛǊŀōƭŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƳǳŎƘ 
more important that discrepancies, missing documentation and unapproved expenses be 
detailed in your report.  It provides important feedback on areas of financial procedures that 
could use improvement.   
   
A couple of auditing tips: 

1.  ¢ƘŜ ά.ŀƭŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ IŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛǘέ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ǘƘŜ ά.ŀƭŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ 

/ƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛǘέ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΦ 

2.  The beginning balance for the yearend audit period needs to equal the ending balance 

from the mid- year audit period.  

3. The Auditor should not correct any errors.  Make notes as to how to correct errors and 

the Treasurer will make the corrections.  

4. The checklist and recommendations should be attached to the audit that is submitted to 

Fremont Council. 

Remember - unaudited books should never be handed over to the new Treasurer. 
If your unit does not have an auditor or there are questions or concerns please contact me for 
help.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 2009-2010 Reflections Program Theme is 

                                   òBeauty is...ó 
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Membership Notes:   BY MERYL SHATZMAN, MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN 

 

End of Term Membership Activites 
To ensure the best possible 2009-2010 year for your unit, your out-going membership chair 
should follow these steps: 
 

1) Bring the membership procedure book up to date for the incoming membership 
chairman.  Turn over all membership materials and procedure books to next year’s 
membership chair or president. These records should include  

a. accurate financial accounting of dues sent to council or district, making sure it 
balances with the final membership counts 

b. an outline of the year’s activities, with an evaluation of the success & learnings of 
each, as well as your recommendations for following years 

c. a copy of the membership list, plus any instructions on OMDR 
d. a roster of the membership committee, complete with addresses and telephone 

numbers.    
e. any membership resources, such as forms, posters, letters, etc. (helpful to send 

electronic versions) 

 
Summer Activities for Incoming Membership Chair 
Since September and October are the main membership campaign kick-off months, it is 
beneficial for the membership committee to meet before the beginning of the school year to 
establish the membership goals, design the membership and outreach promotion, and plan 
yearlong duties and activities. The membership plan must be approved by the executive board. 
 
Most units are invited to be part of their school summer registration packet and Maze Day.  
Know when your school office expects this information and that they know who to contact.  
Create a “message from the president” invitation letter that includes information about the 
membership campaign, accomplishments of your PTA, the benefits of membership, and how to 
join.  Include your membership form and dues information. Enlist some volunteers to ensure you 
have good coverage at your Maze Day table. 
 
Be prepared for your school’s Maze Day! Create and display membership posters or display 
boards which promote your theme and provide information about PTA’s purpose and activities. 
Highlight how PTA supports your school and community.  Include photos or graphics of past 
activities.  Visit National PTA’s website, www.pta.org for membership marketing tools and ideas.   
 
Have extra membership forms & envelopes available at your table, even if you sent them ahead 
in the summer packet.  Create a Welcome Packet to distribute to new members.  This could 
include a calendar of the meeting dates, description of PTA programs and projects, website and 
contact information. Have membership forms and packets available in the school office for late 
registrants and families who join the school community at other times during the school year. 
 
Contact Meryl Shatzman at merylshatzman@yahoo.com with any questions, concerns or for 
ideas.  I will be posting to the Yahoo Group information about the purchase of membership 
envelopes and delivery of your new membership cards.  

  

mailto:merylshatzman@yahoo.com
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Traffic Safety Committee News      BY VALERIE STEWART, CHAIRMAN 

 
Thank you- everyone for working to complete the traffic information survey, to make 
your schools safer places for our children and the entire community. 
 
Safety is an on-going effort, and Fremont 
Council PTA will continue to assist and 
coordinate with Units to address traffic 
safety issues at your schools.  Please 
keep the Traffic Safety Committee 
advised of activities at your school!  We 
can help with communicating your concerns to the appropriate staff at the City of 
Fremont Transportation/Engineering Dept. 
 
Jenny and Valerie will continue to work on the results from the Survey. We have already 
been able to supply additional, valuable information to the City for funding grants and 
planning projects.   
 
PTA is recognized as a voice in safety planning here in Fremont - that voice is your 
voice!  Congratulations! 
 
For information or to share information about needs, activities at your school, contact 
Valerie Stewart, Traffic Safety Committee, by phone at 510/673-4287, or  by e-mail at 
ValerieS4kids@yahoo.com. 
 

 

 

Hospitality – BY SIDNEY WEINTRAUB, HOSPITALITY CHAIRMAN 
  
A heartfelt thank you goes out to all those who have 

contributed snacks and beverages throughout this year for our 

monthly meetings.   While my thighs don't thank you, I thank you 

from the bottom of my heart!  

 

 
For our final meeting of the year on June 8th the following 

people will be providing our treats:  

    Snacks:  Tamara Rogers, from American High School  

             Lucy Bailey, council auditor  

   Drinks :    Robert Lee, from Millard Elementary School   

 

Thank you all again!  

 

PTA is recognized as a voice 

in safety planning here in 

Fremont - that voice is your 

voice!   
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 Use our websites! 
 fremontcouncilpta.org  

 peraltadistrictpta.org  
 capta.org ; pta.org 

 

Roster of Officers 
 

As soon as you have held your election, the 
President should fill in the “Roster of 
Officers” form. 
   

 Go to the link to a Word version at 
http://www.fremontcouncilpta.org/forms.
php ) 

 Complete the form,  

AND  
 E-mail it to Fremont Council PTA 

President, Alison Wiscombe at 
awiscombe@gmail.com.  And President 
Elect, Susan Nathan at 
nathan.smolinski@comcast.net 

 

Many reminders about the roster will be coming your 
way because this is so very important.  State requires 
submission of officer information so that the summer 
mailing and other support services from CAPTA 
arrive at the correct address and are available for the 
correct person in a timely fashion. 
 

 

CALIFORNIA STATE PTA 
                                                          www.capta.org 

PTA Involvement 
PTAs are encouraged to explore a range of local issue 
areas, as long as these concerns fall within the scope of 
PTA activities. PTAs should share their successful 
programs with their council, district PTA and the California 
State PTA, so that other units with similar concerns may 
benefit from their successful experiences. Use these 
tools, tips, and suggestions as a starting point to seek 
solutions. 

 

P  Identify solutions and actions that need to be taken. 
P  Contact community agencies for additional 

information and assistance. 
P  Make an action plan (Action Plans 7.4, 288). 
P  Educate the community including parents, staff, 

elected officials, and the general public. 
P  Points to Remember 
P  Be familiar with the basic policies of the PTA (Basic 

Policies for All PTAs 1.3, 16). 
P  Review position statements, convention resolutions 

and issue-related guidelines of California State PTA 
and the National PTA (Where We Stand 4.4, 4.5, 
4.6, 130-212 and National PTA Annual Resources 
for PTAs). 

P  Review California State PTA Legislation Policies 
(4.2.5, 123) and Legislation Platform (4.2.4, 122). 

P  Utilize existing resources and publications from 
California State PTA, National PTA, allied agencies, 
and government sources. 
(http://www.capta.org/sections/programs/pta-

involvement.cfm) 

  

 

Fremont Council PTA Calendar 2008 -- 2009 

JUN. 6  
(SATURDAY) 

Peralta District Training Conference  
Saturday, June 6 - 7:45AM - 1:45 PM 

Arroyo High School - 15701 Lorenzo Ave., San Lorenzo, CA 
JUN.  8  

(MONDAY) 
7:15 PM FUSD 

Council Board Meeting  
o Final submission of expenses, receipts for payment 

JUN 25 - 29 National PTA Convention – Fort Lauderdale, Florida 

http://www.fremontcouncilpta.org/forms.php
http://www.fremontcouncilpta.org/forms.php
mailto:awiscombe@gmail.com
mailto:nathan.smolinski@comcast.net

