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Fremont Council PTA Newsletter 

Monthly News, Information, and Parent Education 
4210 Technology Dr. Fremont, Ca. 94538 

www.fremontcouncilpta.org 

OCTOBER 2009 
                    Edited by:  Joan Nurge 

Council Meetings and 
Council Board Meetings 

are held at the FUSD 
staff room on the 

Second Monday of the 
month at 7:15PM 

Q&A-6:45PM 

'3&.0/5 $06/$*- 13&4*%&/5½4 .&44"(& 
   BY SUSAN NATHAN, PRESIDENT   Dates to Remember 

 
OCT 1 ï 31 ï PTA-Safe Routes To School -  

WALK TO SCHOOL MONTH  

 
OCT 8 ï (THURSDAY)  READ FOR THE 

RECORD EVENTS 

 
OCT 12 ï (MONDAY) 7:15 PM  

Council PTA Meetin gðFUSD DUE:   
Two copies 2009 -2010 approved 

Budget  (if not already submitted) 
Two copies of Audit  for period 

ending June 30, 2009.  
Per cap s* ï minimum  15 members.  
Per caps for Chairmanôs Club 

Award * ï at least 50 members . 

 
NOV  9 -- (MONDAY) 7:15 PM  

Counc il PTA MeetingðFUSD 

 
  

NOV 15 --  IRS - IRS TAXES DUE ïALL 
UNITS ï 

 
 NOV 15 --  (SUNDAY) Reflections 

Electronic Spread Sheet of student 
information due to Becky Bruno  

 
  
NOV 16 ï (MONDAY) Reflections artwork 

submission: Irvington High School - 
Library -   
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-DS½s Have Fun 
When I was sworn in last May we had a theme of ñSusanôs 
Fun Houseò. I plan to enjoy my year as Council President 
ï and I want leadership in all the units, the Council officers, 
and chairmen (all of you reading this) to enjoy your year 
too.  
 
What is my idea of fun?  

 PTA Basics ï knowing what weôre doing! 
 Get that paperwork cleared off the table and 

sent up the chain 
 Remember why we joined (and stay) with 

PTA/PTSA 
 Networking ï getting to know you, have you know 

me, and I want you all to know each other. Share, 
mentor, coach - so we all grow 

 Publicity ï Letôs shout what we do in PTA/PTSA 
from the rooftops ï and hopefully read about it on 
page 6 in the Argus J 

 Recognition & Acknowledgement ï I want our 
volunteers to be recognized and thanked;  I want 
all units to be recognized and acknowledged ï by 
your parents, principals, and CA PTA 

 Overflowing membership and participation ï thank 
you for all who came out for training! Thanks for 
your membership drives ï I so look forward to see 
how weôre doing! 

 Advocacy ï standing up for those who need us ï 
not too much in life is more fun and rewarding than 
that! 

 Creativity and openness ï Keep the ideas coming 
on what Council can do for you ï and what we can 
all do for our community! I sense the enthusiasm ï 
and I love it! 

 
To keep the fun rolling I promise to share and include you 
in decisions, conversations, events. I encourage you to 
speak up ï I need your ideas, concerns, questions. 
 
We have an excellent mix of experience and knowledge ï 
Iôm pretty sure we can do anything we set our minds to! I 
encourage all of you to put your Unit goals in writing. 

 
 

http://www.fremontcouncilpta.org/
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Fremont Council PTA 

Council Goals  
 Spotlight Awards for 

everybody! 100% 
units meet criteria 
and apply. Council 
will apply. 
 

 5% Increase in 
Membership 
 

 100% participation = 
all paperwork in & 
every unit 
represented at 
Council meetings 

 

            

   

 

Council Officers and Chairs  2009-2010 
Please Feel Free to Contact any of the Fremont Council Executive Board for information, assistance and/or 

support. 
Position  Name email  Phone  

PRESIDENT SUSAN NATHAN susan.nathan@comcast.net  (510) 301-5898 

1ST VP 
LINDA 

DEWLANEY 
linda.dewlaney@yahoo.com  (510) 502-8537 

2ND VP 
BARBARA 

BOUSQUET 
h20swimbarb@gmail.com  (510) 557-1640 

SECRETARY FEDA ALMALITI feda77@gmail.com   (510) 579-0349 
TREASURER ANU KRISHNA anuradhakrishnakumar@yahoo.com 

 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY 

NANCY 

MITCHELL 
nancyrm@mac.com  (510) 657-2912 

AUDITOR LUCY BAILEY lucyb@dprinc.com  (510) 494-9529 

MEMBERSHIP 
MERYL 

SHATZMAN 
merylshatzman@yahoo.com  (510) 745-7889 

REFLECTIONS BECKY BRUNO bbruno4921@gmail.com (510) 661-0117 
NEWSLETTER JOAN NURGE jrnrph@sbcglobal.net  (510) 651-7737 
HOSPITALITY ANN CROSBIE crosbieclan@comcast.net  (510) 713-2119 
FOUNDER'S DAY CHAIR LILY ASEO lilyaseo@hotmail.com  (510) 673-0855 

FUSD ADMIN. 
PARVIN  

AHMADI 
  (510) 659-2583 

TRAFFIC SAFETY 
VALERIE 

STEWART 
ValerieS4kids@yahoo.com  (510) 795-1924 

HEALTH & SAFETY 
TAMARA 

ROGERS 
tamararogers@comcast.net  (510) 796-4311h (510) 684-8659c 

WEBSITE:  
JENNY  

MITCHELL 
jenstechs@mac.com    

LEGISLATION HUI NG hiu_ng@msn.com    
OUTREACH LORI NAYLOR lorinaylor@gmail.com  (510) 795-6065 
HISTORIAN OPEN 

  
SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON OPEN     
DIVERSITY OPEN     
PARLIAMENTARIAN OPEN     

Goal Setting Process 
1. Determine the PTA's role 

 What do we want to do? 
2. Evaluate current services/ resources 
3. Assess needs 

 What do our members and community see 
as ways we can fill the role we have 
identified? (needs assessments/surveys) 

4. Set goals and objectives in priority order 
 Where will we go? What will we do? 

5. Develop action plan/activities 
 Includes the steps and resources needed 

6. Monitor and evaluate 
 
(Source:  California State PTA www.capta.org The Communicator 
July 2008) 
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mailto:h20swimbarb@gmail.com
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Financial News    

From Your Council Financial Team 
BY NANCY MITCHELL, FINANCIAL SECRETARY & ANU KRISHNA ¦TREASURER 

 

     Greetings, Fremont Units! Hope this October finds you all organized and energetic. Even 
though your plans may not be set in stone, you probably have a handle on things! 
 
     A special welcome goes to our new treasurer Anu Krishna ((Thiruvengadam.) Thank you, 
Anu, for stepping up and joining our team. We all look forward to working together.  
 
     Thank you to those who turned in per caps, annual financial reports, audits and budgets last 
month. Approximately 1/3 of our units turned them in. If you have not yet done so, please turn 
two copies of each report in at the next meeting. The October meeting is the deadline.  

 

Pertinent Topics 
     

Per caps:   Please review the Fremont 
Council web site and newsletter for due dates. 
The Early Bird per cap deadline is October 1st. 
Chairmanôs Club per cap deadline is October 
15th.  
 
     This means the check has to be with the 
financial secretary by these dates. We will do 
our best to speed things along if you are late; 
just understand that paperwork takes time. 
Your membership drive does not have to be 
complete to begin remitting per caps. Make 
checks payable to Fremont Council PTA. ALL 
PTA CHECKS ï NO EXCEPTIONS ï must 
have TWO signatures. PTA checks having 
only one signature will be returned to the unit 
president for completion.  

  
 

Remitting:   Your check should be 
accompanied by the two-part Council 
remittance form, available on the web site or 
at the meeting. Please fill out both top and 
bottom sections and do NOT keep the bottom 
half. I will return the bottom half to you in your 
file as a receipt after I have signed it and 
entered pertinent information in my records. 
 

 Requesting Payment:   Please fill out the 
Council Authorization for Payment form, found 
on the web site under FORMS or available at 
the meeting. Attach receipts or pertinent 
information on the back. If this is an advance, 
please indicate that on the form and get the 
documentation to the treasurer as soon as it is 
available. The treasurer needs to have this 
form at the beginning of the meeting to have it 
approved for payment by the Board. 

 

990-N and 990-EZ Informational Tax 
Returns: 

All PTAs must file tax returns by November 15th 
or 4½ months after the close of the fiscal year. 

 

990-N:   If your gross receipts are under $25,000, 
you file an online 990-N e-file. Go to the IRS web 
site www.IRS.gov and select Charities and Non-
Profits. The e-file selection is the fourth topic 
down on the left side. Click on it and you will be 
sent to The Urban Instituteôs e-file page. 
     If your unit or council filed a 990-N last year 
and you are the person who did it, go ahead and 

Resources for Filing IRS Form 
990 

Non-profits are required to file Form 
990        -William Perez , About.com 
 Non-profits, charities, and other tax-
exempt organizations are generally 
required to file Form 990 or Form 990-
EZ along with Schedule A with the 
Internal Revenue Service each year to 
maintain their tax-exempt status.  

Form 990 is an "information return" 
and is required to be filed under the 
provisions of Internal Revenue Code 
Section 6033.  

 

http://taxes.about.com/bio/William-Perez-13909.htm
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/html/uscode26/usc_sec_26_00006033----000-.html
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/html/uscode26/usc_sec_26_00006033----000-.html
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/html/uscode26/usc_sec_26_00006033----000-.html
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Our Web Site ï A Fountain of 

Information 

We try to keep our web site as up 

to date as possible. The url is: 

www.fremontcouncilpta.org 

Information can also be found 

at: www.peraltadistrictpta.org 

     If you have a question about 

anything, or need more details 

about something, check the 

website.  Sections are clearly 

named and you should be able to 

find what you are looking for.  

Topics found on the web site are 

too numerous to list here.  Some 

important features include: 

A roster of our officers 

Contact information 

A list of our due dates 
(Note especially the due dates for awards 

such as Early Bird Per Caps and 

Chairmanôs Club per caps) 

A calendar of events 

The Newsletter 

Links to the California State PTA 

for programs such as Reflections 

and Founders Day. 

  
Visit our websites! 

COUNCIL  

www.fremontcouncilpta.org 
DISTRICT: 

www. peraltadistrictpta.org 
STATE:   www.capta.org 

NATIONAL:   www.pta.org 

                                          

      

 

use the previous login ID (your EIN) and password (which you should have a record of from the 
previous year). If you are not the same person who filed last year, go to Update Email/User 
Information first so that the response will come to you instead of the previous user. Then use 
the previous login ID and password and follow the 
directions. 
 
     If you are filing a 990-N for the first time (as in, you filed 
a 990-EZ last yearé) Complete Step 1: Register as a New 
User before completing Steps 2 (creating the form) and 
Step 3 (submitting the form.) 
The website has a tech support for those experiencing 
problems. Please print out all documentation you receive, 
make copies, and insure that this information is passed on 
to and passed down to the appropriate officers. 
990-EZ:   This year and this year only, the requirements for 
990-EZ filing are gross receipts between $25,000 and $1 
million. I doubt if any of you has to file a 990. Tax 
preparation is a legitimate PTA expense. If you are 
organized, the Urban Institute also has a 990-EZ and 
Schedule A e-filing section that you can use. The url is:   
http://efile.form990.org/ 
      

To organize your data, go to our web site and view 
Budgets. 
 

Schedule A: the 990-EZ must be accompanied by 
a Schedule A. Other Schedules may apply.  

 
8868 ï Extension to file: File this form before (way 

before!) November 15th, if you are not going to be able to 
meet the deadline. A form received by the IRS on 
November 16th will be denied. A three-month extension is 
automatic. If you file this form again for another extension 
before February 15th, your request will undergo review and 
you can be turned down. 

 

 

*E :NT %NM½S "KQD@CX )@UD 0MDt 

 

The California State PTA Toolkit is a great addition to your 
computer desktop. Go to www.capta.org and download the 
2009 Toolkit. It is a handy reference for any officer and 
answers a lot of questions that commonly arise. 
 

Any questions ï please call upon us! 
Nancy Mitchell ï Council financial secretary 
Anu Krishna ï Council treasurer 
Next month: Insurance and Workers Comp information. 
 

 

 

http://www.capta.org/
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OUTREACH FOR FREMONT COUNCIL BY LORI NAYLOR, OUTREACH CHAIRMAN (LORINAYLOR@GMAIL.COM) 

 

This is a new position to Fremont Council this year.  My goal this year is to outreach to PTA 
units in Fremont Council and to groups who may not know about the importance of PTA at the 
school levels and beyond.  I will be speaking to the Soroptomistôs group in October.   
 
At the local units we need to get the word out about PTA.  Reach out to your community and 
local businessô to see if they would like to become PTA members.  You can make them a 
certificate that they can hang in their business which shows that they are a proud supporter of 
PTA.  Templates can be downloaded from the California PTA website www.capta.org. I 
encourage you to participate in this outreach program.  
 
Another mechanism we will be using to spread the word about PTA is Public Service 
Announcements (PSAs).  I will be sending out PSAôs to the local newspapers.  So if you can 
email me about upcoming events at your school we can get the word out to the entire 
community.  If you had a successful event and you want to tell the community about it, send me 
the details.  
 
To assist with outreach efforts at your unit, there will be a binder available at Council meetings 
with copies of many different PTA brochures that are available for low cost or free.  Please 
review this binder at our Council meetings.  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  

y8GX * INHMDC 15"}x 
Ask your parents this question and send their answers to lorinaylor@gmail.com.  
 
The following are some responses from Fremont Council parents: 
 
I joined PTA 14 years ago because I wanted to have a say in what happened to my child while at school 
and I knew the only way to have a say was to be a part of PTA. I was able to give input, help out, and 
make a difference. I think it was the best thing I could have done for my children and community. ~Cheri 
Bell 
 
I wanted to make a difference by being the example ~Sridevi Ganti 
 
I joined the PTA because we were on the verge of not having a valid PTA board at Niles 
~Lisa Ogrey 
 
I got involved with PTA because I knew I wanted to be involved in my children's education. I know that 
PTA helps not only my children, but all children at our school through quality programs and support. 
~Tricia Schoner 
 
I joined PTA...to help our school succeed, to keep in touch of what is happening around campus and to let 
my children know I care about their school in hopes that they will also give back. ~Lily Aseo 
 

mailto:lorinaylor@gmail.com
mailto:lorinaylor@gmail.com
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Contact Meryl Shatzman 
(merylshatzman@yahoo.com) 
with questions or to purchase 
membership envelopes or 
obtain your membership cards.  
Envelopes are $10 per box of 
500, cards are at no cost. 
 

Membership :   BY MERYL SHATZMAN, MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN 

 Creating a continuous membership drive 

 
In todayôs hectic world, people are bombarded with information like 
never before.  Most of that information wants us to take some kind of 
action ï usually to buy something.  In the days before internet, & 500 TV 
channels, it was thought that you had to deliver a marketing message at 
least 3 times to a person to get their attention.  In todayôs multitasking, 
multimedia environment experts find that it now takes 7 to 10 ñtouchesò 
to get people to take action. 
 
An added challenge to getting your message across is that people are wired differently in terms of how they 
take in & retain information.  Some are structured learners ï give them a form, they fill it out & return it (we 
love them!), some are auditory ï learn best by listening, some are visual ï take in information best as 
images & color and some are sociological learners ï do best face-to-face paired with peers. 
 
How can you respond to the need for people to hear/see a message many times and their need to receive 
that information in various ways?  Membership campaigns should look to all avenues of interaction 
throughout the year.  Develop a concise message about your PTA and the need for members and 
volunteers.  Then, have that consistent message:  
  

ü Posted on your website 
ü Repeated monthly in your school newsletter 
ü Have visual display boards posted at membership table at school 

events or in front office, with pictures of what your PTA has 
accomplished & current goals.  Show a thermometer rising to meet 
membership goal. 

ü Put together a video or slide show of images that represent past accomplishments 
& future goals around the school. 

ü Reach out to people in person with a table at school functions, sports events, 
concerts, on campus 1 day a week (manned by student PTA members) for student 
outreach.  Have membership person stationed at parent drop-off location 
for PTA sponsored events (like dances)  

ü Have your principal make a plea at parent welcomes, ask teachers to 
mention to Jr High & High School students to join. 

 
Tap into your own students for help in getting out your message.  Younger grades might do posters on 
ñwhat PTA means to meò as an extra credit art project (then use as display).  Utilize the visual arts classes 
at the high school level to do photography, artwork and computer graphics & give volunteer hours.  

 
Just remember, a membership campaign is not a one-time September activity. 
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 Reflections  on  Reflections  

 

 

ñBeauty isé.ò  That is the Reflections Theme for this year.  Information on Reflections is 
available on the California PTA website www.capta.org.  Reflections Packets and Guidelines 
can be downloaded in pdf format from the sidebar on the Reflections page:  
http://www.capta.org/sections/programs/reflections.cfm 
 
Please remember that: 

 Students may submit entries only through a PTA or PTSA in good standing.  
 All entries submitted must be original works and must relate to the annual Reflections 

Program theme.  
 Each entry must be the work of only one student. Assistance from teachers, parents or 

friends is not permitted except in special cases (such as for those with visual or physical 
disabilities)  

 Participation encourages creativity and exploration. Students should do their best, but 
crooked lines, incorrect musical notes, or misspelled words do not disqualify anyone.  

Unit Reflections Chairmen should make sure all entries are submitted correctly to Fremont 
Council PTA (i.e.: entry forms are in page protectors when indicated to do so, etc). Please follow 
the guidelines carefully for submission rules. 

Dates for Fremont Council Submission and events are: 

 

Reflections artwork submission:  

Monday, Nov. 16* - Irvington High School - Library-   
    *(send electronic copy of student information spreadsheet by Sunday, Nov. 15) 

 

Reflections Ceremony: Saturday, Dec. 12  

     Artwork will be on display open for 1 hour before ceremony in cafeteria/MUR (do not 
remove artwork)  

     Ceremony in Valhalla Theater  
 

Student may take artwork home after the ceremony 
 

  

   

 
 

. 
 

 

 

The 2009-2010 Reflections 
Program Theme is 

 òBeauty is...ó 
 

Judges Needed ð to review and judge Fremont Council 

Reflections Entries  to move up to Peralta District.  Judging 

will occur in November, after Thanksgiving Break.  If 

interested, contact Becky Bruno.  

http://www.capta.org/
http://www.capta.org/sections/programs/reflections.cfm
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Traffic Safety Committee News BY VALERIE STEWART, COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 

TRAFFIC SURVEY UPDATE 

We collected information about where 
school populations are and how they travel 
to/from school for each attendance area, so 
that we could effectively work with the City 
Transportation Engineering Department and 
the City Council; to ensure that the City of 
Fremont has necessary information when 
making project proposals and funding 
decisions for pedestrian and roadway 
projects.  
 
The Fremont Council website -
fremontcouncilpta.org has the Traffic 
Information Surveys- "on-line" as fill-in 
forms.  We are still working on coordinating 
information from each attendance area and 
the schools to prepare a Report for the attendance area and desperately need the 
assistance of some volunteers; student, parent, teacher, club, organization, etc.   
 
We did prepare reports for the City Transportation Engineering Department, which were 
used to submit grants for Safe Routes 2 School grants for projects at Brookvale 
Elementary and American High School.  We continue to provide information to the City 
for safety projects. 
 

SPEED LIMITS INCREASED TO PERMIT RADAR ENFORCEMENT 

Last Spring speed limits were increased on some Fremont streets, for example, Deep 
Creek Road from 30 to 35 mph. The Traffic Safety Committee contacted the City of 
Fremont about these increases and learned that every 7 years the City conducts the 
ñCitywide Engineering and Traffic Survey to Establish Speed Limitsò, a survey of all non-
residential streets in the City of Fremont.  The reason for the increases in areas our 
committee was concerned about was to allow the Police Department to enforce speed 
limits by use of radar. 
 
CA Vehicle Code (CVC) Section 627 and the California Manual for Uniform Traffic 
Control Devices (California MUTCD) contain the criteria for performing an Engineering 
and Traffic Survey.  The California MUTCD states that speed limits are established at or 
near the 85th percentile speed, which is defined as the speed at or below which 85 
percent of traffic is moving.  Speed limits established on this basis conform to the 
consensus of those who drive on the roadways as to what speed is reasonable and safe, 
and are not dependent on the judgment of one or a few individuals.  If you think drivers 
are using unsafe speeds around our schools, learn the speed limit and set a good 
example, but it maybe that the driver is within the legal limit. 
 
If you have questions about the Traffic Safety or the Traffic Information Survey, please 
contact: Valerie Stewart, Fremont PTA Council Traffic Safety Committee Chairman at 
Tel # 510/673-4287 / email: ValerieS4kids@yahoo.com 

Be a Part of Making a 

Difference in Fremont 
The Traffic Safety Committee (TSC) is 
looking for new, active members to work 
on issues at school sites and to assist 
with completing the reports of 
information received from last yearôs 
Traffic Information Surveys. 
If you are interested ï please contact 
Valerie Stewart, the Committee 
Chairman at 
ValerieS4kids@yahoo.com. 

http://fremontcouncilpta.org/
mailto:ValerieS4kids@yahoo.com
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Fremont Council PTA Calendar 2009 ð 2010 

Council Meetings are held at the F.U.S.D. offices on Technology Drive in the staff room on the second floor at 7:15pm the second 

Monday of each month unless otherwise noted. 

Oct . 8, 2009   READ FOR THE RECORD EVENTS 

Oct. 11, 2009  
The Fifth Annual Happy Fish Run 4 Education at Lake Elizabeth in Fremont.   

Register & infor mation at www.HappyFishRun4Education.com 

Oct.  12, 2009  

7:15 PM 

Council PTA 

Meeting  

FUSD 2 nd floor  

 Membership Dues (Per Caps)  ð minimum of 15 

members.  Need at least 50 members to qualify for 

Chairman's Club Award and My PTA/PTSA Award .   
Make checks paya ble to òFremont Council PTAó. 

 Two copies of: (if not already submitted)  
o Budget  -  2009 - 2010 approved  
o Audit  for period ending June 30, 2009.  

Nov. 9, 2009  

7:15 PM 

Council PTA Meeting  

FUSD 2 nd floor  

Nov. 15, 2009  
IRS TAXES DUE ðALL UNITS  ï 
 990-N, 990-EZ or 990 along with Schedule A. -- e-file or paper file. 

Nov. 15, 2009  
Reflections Electronic Spread Sheet  of student information due to Becky 

Bruno  bbruno4921@gmail.com 

Nov. 16, 2009  
Reflections artwork submission: Monday, Nov. 16* - Irvington High School -  

Library -   

Dec. 12, 2009  

Reflections Ceremony:  

     Artwork will be on display open for 1 hour before ceremony in 

cafeteria/MUR (do not remove artwork)  

     Ceremony in Valhalla Theater  

Dec. 14, 2009  

7:15 PM 

Council PTA Meeting  

FUSD 2 nd floor  

Jan.  11, 2010 

7:15 PM 

Council PTA Meeting  

FUSD 2 nd floor  

Feb. 8, 2010 

7:15 PM 

Council PTA Meeting  

FUSD 2 nd floor  

Mar. 8, 2010  

7:15 PM 

Council PTA 

Meeting  

FUSD 2 nd floor  

 Two copies of: (if not already submitte d) 
o Mid - year Audit  

Apr. 12, 2010 

7:15 PM 

Council PTA Meeting  

FUSD 2 nd floor  

April 29th - May 2nd, 2010  Ca State PTA Convention  Sacramento Convention Center  

May. 10, 2010 

7:15 PM 

Council PTA Meeting  

FUSD 2 nd floor  

Jun. 14, 2010 

7:15 PM 

Council PTA Meeting  

FUSD 2 nd floor  


